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W

ith the growing level of interdependence in the ever-increasing
globalised world, no nation, however
powerful or resourceful can singlehandedly deal with the myriad of challenges facing the
contemporary world without cooperating with other
states. Indeed, global partnerships and cooperation
are inevitable not only in tackling the challenges of
our modern world, which range from environmental
issues (in particular climate change), international
trade, migration, transnational crimes, such as
terrorism, piracy, trafficking in humans, drugs, and
endangered plants and animal species, to the raging
COVID-19 pandemic. Thus, international cooperation
in confronting the common threats to our collective
survival is at the heart of the goals of the United
Nations Post-2015 Sustainable Development Agenda
toward securing the peace and security of the world.
The principle of state responsibility remains basic to
international environmental protection legislation as
upheld by the Trail Smelter Arbitration case (United
States v. Canada, 1941), which established the
polluter-pays principle and states’ duty to prevent
trans-boundary harm. At the same time, Principle 24
of the Stockholm Declaration, 1972 prescribed that

international matters concerning
the protection and improvement
of the environment be handled
in a co-operative spirit. Principle
7 of the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development,
1992 also emphasised the need
for states to cooperate in a spirit
of global partnership to conserve,
protect and restore the health and
integrity of the earth’s ecosystem.
Besides, considering the humancentred focus of the current
discourse on the environment
and development nexus, the
implementation of the Rio
Declaration notably in Agenda 21,
Rio+10, Rio+20, etc - are vital to
securing our common future for an
inclusive development.
The Rio Declaration requires
the delivery of financial aid for
development, technology transfer,
and the significant reduction of global
emissions, biodiversity preservation

and biotechnologies development,
and forest protection via international
cooperation of state parties.
Of equal significance is the growing
levels of awareness of the threats
to our common humanity, which
require deliberate global action.
Even before the outbreak of
the Coronavirus disease, many
parts of the world were suffering
from dangerous polarisation and
divisions. However, around the
world, most people – regardless
of their origin, gender, or age share common hopes and fears
about the future. In view of such
uncertainties,
most
nations,
including Ghana, believe strongly
in the power of working together
to face the challenges of today and
tomorrow.
It is within that spirit of
cooperation that Ghana intends
to devote its tenure at the UN
Security Council for 2022-2023

to focusing on enhancing global
peace and security for sustainable
and inclusive development. In
so doing, and being mindful of
the reinforcing nexus between
peace and development, Ghana is
committed to placing the critical
agenda of conflict prevention,
post conflict reconstruction and
multilateralism on the UN Peace
and Security Agenda. Ghana’s
tenure would also witness greater
advocacy in various areas including
the promotion of human rights,
sustainable development and peace
and security.
Notwithstanding the need for
concerted effort by the leadership
of the Global South in meeting the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) for inclusive development,
much is required from the G20
Countries. With their collective
80+percentage of the global Gross
Domestic Product (GDP), the G20
Countries are expected to provide
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effective leadership for advancing
the implementation of the SDGs,
both domestically and through
constructive partnerships and
action abroad.
It is within this context that the
world is looking up to the rich
Western industrialised nations
and China to live up to their
commitments made at the justended Glasgow Climate Summit
(COP 26) to cut down significantly
on global greenhouse gas
emissions. Similarly, they would
be required to deliver on their
financial obligations pertaining to
the mitigation and adaptation to
climate change, especially in the
developing world, Least Developed
Countries (LDCs) and Small Island
Developing States (SIDS).
In Africa, while most countries had
registered high economic growth
prior to the COVID-19 outbreak, a
large number remains excluded from
the benefits of this progress. Thus,
for inclusive development, greater

6

effort is required to reduce poverty
and inequality through sustainable
economic growth. This is achievable
through a structural transformation
of the economy, productive
employment, social protection
for resilience, the provision of basic
services (education, health, finance,
infrastructure, housing, water etc.),
and quality and inclusive governance,
especially for poor minorities and
other marginalised groups. Of equal
importance is the urgent need for
global cooperation and solidarity in
dealing with the alarming prospect
of a new debt crisis, that has been
compounded by increasing prices of
some key commodities, which have
a heavy impact on LDCs that were
already at high risk of debt distress.
The call by the United Nations for
Special Drawing Rights, targeted
debt relief and an extension of the
debt moratorium to all developing
nations in the midst of the
devastating impact of COVID-19,
appears timely and helpful in
addressing the unfolding global
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recession and financial turmoil,
especially in the world’s poorest
countries. Worthy of mention
is the UN Secretary General’s
launch of the UN Response and
Recovery Trust Fund in support of
low and middle-income countries.
Also heartwarming is the UN
Global Humanitarian Response
plan to assist the most vulnerable
populations, including refugees and
internally displaced persons, and the
Solidarity Response Fund initiated
by the World Health Organisation
(WHO), the UN Foundation and
partners to enable corporations and
individuals to directly contribute to
WHO’s COVID-19 response.
It is clear that global solidarity and
cooperation are indispensable for
meeting the SDGs and enhancing
the livelihoods and economies of
the most vulnerable states in the
grip of the global pandemic.
We wish our cherished readers
a productive and blessed New
Year.

COMMEMORATION OF 58TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE
AFRICAN UNION

A

ccra, Tuesday 25th May,
2021- Today marks the
58th Anniversary of the
founding of the African
Union (AU), which started off as
the Organisation of African Unity
(OAU) in 1963, in Addis Ababa,
pursuant to the collective quest
by African leaders at the time,
to work towards the political
emancipation of the African
continent from the shackles of
colonialism and imperialism. In
championing the cause of Africa’s
liberation, the OAU encountered
and subsequently helped to
resolve some serious challenges to
nation-building and statehood that
had found expression in various
conflicts on the continent.
Having overcome the last vestiges
of colonialism on the African
continent, the OAU metamorphosed
into the African Union with a shift
in focus from political liberation to
the socio-economic emancipation
of the continent. The change in
direction turned the AU’s attention
to the attainment of ideals such
as peace, security, democracy and
good governance, rule of law and
respect for human rights, which
are prerequisites for the successful
pursuit of the new vision for
the development of the African
continent.

Reflections towards achieving
the Pan-African vision of “an
integrated, prosperous and peaceful
Africa driven by its own citizens
and representing a dynamic force
in the global arena”, culminated in
the adoption of the framework of
the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development now AUDA-NEPAD
and its flagship initiative, the African
Peer Review Mechanism in the early
2000’s.
The African Union subsequently, in
2015 adopted Agenda 2063 with
its flagship programmes to deepen
regional integration on the African
continent. Today, Ghana is proud
to play host to the Secretariat of
the African Continential Free Trade
Area (AfCFTA), a key milestone
in the attainment of Africa’s
transformational
development
agenda.
The theme for this year’s
celebration of Africa Day: “Arts,
Culture and Heritage: Levers for
Building the Africa We Want”
is in line with Aspiration 5 of
Agenda 2063. The vision is for
an Africa with a strong cultural
identity, common heritage, shared
values and ethics. To achieve
this vision, we need an African
cultural renaissance, which is preeminent and imparts the spirit of
Pan Africanism; taps Africa’s rich
heritage and culture to ensure

that the creative arts are major
contributors to Africa’s growth and
transformation; and restores and
preserves Africa’s cultural heritage,
including its languages.
The theme acknowledges the
important role played by the
cultural and creative arts industry
in economic growth, which is a
critical element to achieving the
objective of regional integration,
and inclusive and sustainable
development.
On this occasion, Ghanaians as
a collective are encouraged to
embrace the Government’s efforts
at delivering on the aspirations of
Agenda 2063 and re-dedicate
the day to playing our respective
roles towards the realisation of the
vision of the African Union.
Inspite of the COVID-19 pandemic,
Africa must not relent in its efforts;
it must remain resolute in charting
the path to success for the
continent and its peoples.
As we commemorate this day,
the Government will continue to
ensure that Africa’s integration
agenda inures to the benefit of all
Ghanaians.
LONG LIVE AFRICA!
LONG LIVE GHANA!
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ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY IN
THE HEART OF CANBERRA:
GHANA JOINS AFRICAN DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS
IN CANBERRA TO COMMEMORATE AFRICA DAY

O

n Thursday 27th May, 2021 the Ghana High
Commission, together with other African
Diplomatic Missions, commemorated
Africa Day in a rather unique way. For the
first time in the history of the Africa Day celebrations,
the Diplomatic Club of Canberra featured Africa in
the month of May 2021 at the National Press Club
as a way of drawing attention to Africa and the
opportunities available on the continent.
The Diplomatic Club, which is hosted on the premises
of the National Press Club is a place where diplomats,
students of diplomacy and international relations,
academics, officials from the host Foreign Ministry
and the business community meet once a month to
interact and share ideas. Thirteen (13) out of the
sixteen (16) African Diplomatic Missions resident
in Canberra participated in the event. They were
Algeria, Botswana, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Mauritius,
Morocco, Nigeria, South Africa, South Sudan, Uganda,
Zambia, and Zimbabwe.
In his brief address, the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps,
H.E Mr. Karim Medrek, who is also the Ambassador
of the Kingdom of Morocco to Australia, highlighted
the potentials of the African Continent and the many
opportunities, which prospective investors could
explore, especially with the recent coming into force of
the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). He
noted that the volume of trade between the countries
of Africa and Australia was extremely low. He therefore
outlined some of the efforts being made by the African
Diplomatic Group in Canberra to address this challenge.
One of such efforts, he said, was the virtual meeting
held between the Africa Group, the Secretary-General
of AfCFTA, H.E Mr. Wamkele Mene, and the Australia
Africa Chamber of Commerce on 27th April, 2021,
which Ghana facilitated.
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The High Commissioner, H.E. Dr. Joseph Agoe in a pose
by the Flag of Ghana

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, H.E Karim Medrek,
delivering his address

The Africa Day celebration afforded the African
Diplomatic Missions the opportunity to promote
their respective countries through their culture and
tourism. The Missions also provided prizes for winners
of quizzes about the countries represented at the
event.

A cross-section of participants at the Africa Day
celebrations

As part of its contribution to the prizes, the Mission
presented a hamper with assorted Golden Tree
products and promotional information on Ghana.
One of the students of International Relations at the
Australian National University won the prize.

The High Commissioner, H.E. Dr. Joseph Agoe with the
winner of the present donated by Ghana

Showcasing Ghana
In the face of the adverse effects of the COVID-19
pandemic on the world of work and the practice
of economic diplomacy, the Mission adopted an
innovative approach to its trade and investment
promotion activities. Consequently, while all the other
African Missions only screened videos of tourist and
cultural sites of their countries, the Canberra Mission
took advantage of the Africa Day celebration to hold
an exhibition at the Diplomatic Club of Canberra. The
products exhibited included Golden Tree chocolates,
cocoa powder, and other made in Ghana products
such as Takai Cocoa and Coffee Liqueur, Kasapreko
products and promotional materials obtained from
the Ghana Investment Promotion Centre (GIPC).
The array of colourful products drew crowds to the
exhibition.

A display of Made-in-Ghana products

The Mission provided information on the health
benefits of cocoa, notably its contribution to boosting
the immune system. Many participants were unaware
about the fact that Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire are the
world’s largest producers of cocoa, and Ghana is a
producer of chocolates in addition to being an exporter
of unprocessed and semi-processed cocoa products.
The guests had the opportunity to sample some of
the chocolates and the feedback was constructive.
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COMMEMORATION OF THE
46TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST
AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS)
STATEMENT BY MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
REGIONAL INTEGRATION, HONOURABLE SHIRLEY
AYORKOR BOTCHWEY

A

ccra, 27th May, 2021
- On this day some
46 years ago, West
African countries from
different colonial experiences and
administrations, recognising the need
to foster unity and promote socioeconomic development, signed
the Lagos treaty, which birthed
the Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS) in Lagos,
Nigeria.
From the outset, the vision was
to build an integrated, borderless
community where the principles of
democracy, rule of law and good
governance are respected, and the
standard of living of the people
improved through conscious and
inclusive programmes that will
guarantee a bright future for West
Africa and shape the destiny of the
region for many years to come.
As we commemorate the 46th
anniversary of the Economic
Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) today, I wish on behalf
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of the Government
and
people
of
Ghana, to express
profound gratitude
to all who have
played significant roles
since its inception to
ensure that our region
achieves this vision.
As a region, we have chalked
many successes but also
witnessed a number of setbacks.
Our region saw some of the
highest infection rates of the novel
Corona virus on the continent.
The toll of the pandemic on
national revenues and other socioeconomic indicators has negatively
impacted on the fortunes of many
West African States. Additionally,
rising cases of insecurity as a
result of terrorism, piracy, violent
extremism and coup d’états
continue to present real threats
to our economic, political, and
security objectives.
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In spite of
these unfortunate
occurrences, the ECOWAS region
witnessed peaceful elections in nine
(9) of fifteen (15) member states,
attesting to our commitment to
good governance and democracy.
We can also testify to an increase
in infrastructural projects within
and along our corridors that aim
to promote and enhance the
free movement of people, goods
and services. We have initiated
reforms that would reposition

commitment to the vision and goals
and objectives of our sub-regional
body.
I wish on this note to recognise
the efforts of the Authority of
Heads of State and Government
for their unparalleled leadership and
for implementing bold and robust
initiatives that helped to curb the
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic
within the region and mitigate its
effects on our economies.
I would also like to commend
the leadership and Staff of the
ECOWAS Commission, its Institutions
and Agencies for their valuable
contributions to the progress of our
region. Profound gratitude also goes
to our development partners, whose
support over the years has enabled
us achieve our objectives.

the ECOWAS Commission and
its institutions and agencies to
perform effectively and to better
serve our peoples.
We have also committed
resources to revamp our ailing
economies and to build resilience.
We successfully put in place
mechanisms that would foster
information
sharing
among
security agencies of member
states to help address our
security challenges. Member
States on their own also initiated
socio-economic programmes

that brought some relief to
their citizenry affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The commemoration of this
anniversary, therefore, provides
us the opportunity to reflect on
our vision, goals and objectives
and to recommit and reaffirm
our determination to collectively
address our challenges for our
mutual benefit.

Ours is an ECOWAS of people and,
therefore, we cannot achieve our
goal of a deeper integration without
the inclusion of our Community’s
c i t i ze n s . A s w e d e e p e n o u r
integration activities and strategise
to attain the full benefits of our
efforts through the development
of our Vision 2050, I wish to make
a clarion call to all of us Community
citizens to get on board and rally
behind our leadership. Together, we
can build the prosperous, safe and
borderless region we all desire.
Long Live the Economic Community
of West African States!!

On behalf of the Government and
People of the Republic of Ghana,
I wish to pledge our continuous
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A CALL FOR THE
RECOGNITION OF
AFRICA’S RICH
CULTURAL HERITAGE
Africa is not a single country as it is
perceived around the world, but a
continent made up of 54 countries,
each with its diverse and rich
cultural heritage. The beauty of the
continent is reflected in its unique
range of inherited traditions, values,
norms, mores, culture, monuments
or heritage sites and objects.

I
By
H.E. DR.
EMMANUEL ENOS
Ambassador of Ghana
to Qatar

n order to understand Africa, one
needs to visit the continent for
a first-hand experience. Many
describe Africa as dangerous,
violent, politically and economically
unstable as well as poverty-stricken
with corrupt governments in dire
need of aid to develop infrastructure.
This largely is a myth and a
misconception.
Indeed, Africa is well endowed. It has
30% of the world’s mineral reserves,
8% of the world’s natural gas, 12%
of the world’s crude oil, 40% of the
world’s gold and up to 90% of its
chromium and platinum. In recent
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years, many African countries,
including Ghana, have developed
strategies to harness remittances
from the diaspora into areas such
as investment, tourism and skills
transfer towards the development of
the continent.
According to the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultrual
Organisation (UNESCO) June 2020
report, Africa is home to 145
heritage sites and a rich tradition
of arts and crafts, including
sculptures, paintings, and pottery,
which continue to attract visitors
wishing to experience at first hand
the rich and diverse culture of the
continent and its people. Africa has
a rich heritage, which will be the
real catalyst of transformation and
prosperity if it is well harnessed and
sustained. There is therefore the
need for all and sundry to help dispel
the wrong notions about Africa and
its image.

IMPLEMENTATION OF
AFRICAN CONTINENTAL
FREE TRADE AREA (AfCFTA)
AGREEMENT TAKES OFF

A

frican states commenced
cross-border trade in dutyfree goods and services
under the African Continental
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) Agreement on
1st January, 2021 after their leaders
consented to its establishment in 2018.
AfCFTA, when fully implemented,
will be the world’s largest free-trade
area, with a market size of 1.2 billion
people and a combined Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) of US$ 3 trillion, which is
expected to double by 2050. According
to the African Union (AU), 54 countries
have signed the AfCFTA Agreement
and 36 of them had as of February
2021 deposited their instruments of
ratification.

By
SCHOLASTICA
NYARKO
Assistant Director IIB
Inspectorate and Internal
Audit Bureau

AfCFTA is aimed at enhancing trade
among African countries, improving
Africa’s placement in international trade,
and strengthening Africa’s position and
bargaining power in international trade
negotiations. Also, the decision by the
Heads of State to establish AfCFTA
has given impetus to the quest for
African integration, economic growth,
and inclusive development. The
operationalisation of AfCFTA earlier this
year did not come on a silver platter;
it was realised through diplomacy and
several rounds of negotiations, which
began on 15th June, 2018. Through
diplomacy, some African countries,
which had initially expressed “fears” of
losing their share of the market after
joining the AfCFTA, had a change of

mind upon realising the benefits that
come with joining the group.
The first of the two phases of the
implementation of AfCFTA is geared
towards a marked reduction of tariffs
and non-tariff barriers on goods and
the promotion of the liberalisation of
trade in services whereas the second
phase involves the negotiation of
protocols on investment, competition
policy, intellectual property rights
and digital trade. The negotiation and
effective implementation of the phase
II protocols will promote the necessary
conditions conducive for the creation
of intellectual property, protection,
administration, and enforcement, which
will in turn, engender innovation and the
competitiveness of the business sector.
Indeed, the importance of
industrialisation to the economic
transformation of African countries
cannot be overemphasised. It has the
potential to precipitate the creation
of jobs, add value to raw materials
and facilitate trade by deepening
the linkages within regional and
international value chains. Although
Africa’s efforts to industrialise in the
past were unsuccessful, the continent
is presented with a fresh opportunity.
This opportunity is born out of the
merging of three factors, namely
the availability of new technologies
associated with the Fourth Industrial
Revolution (4IR), resurgence of start-up
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entrepreneurship in Africa and the
launch of AfCFTA. Consequently,
the AfCFTA secretariat is rolling out
various initiatives to take advantage
of the 4IR and to empower women,
youth and Small and Medium-sized
Enterprises (SMEs) to be at the
heart of the implementation of
AfCFTA.
According to Mr. Wamkele Mene,
Secretary-General of AfCFTA, the
Secretariat has launched a digital
platform, the AfCFTA app, which
offers traders the opportunity to
explore new markets across the
continent, thereby accelerating
the linkages among SMEs in Africa.
Hence, the objective of reducing
barriers to trade and investment on
Africa can be addressed under the
objectives of the Agreement. The
Secretariat, in collaboration with
the African Export-Import Bank
(Afreximbank), is developing a PanAfrican Payments and Settlement
System (PAPSS). The system will
allow African businesses to make

14

cross-border payments for intraAfrican trade in national currencies,
which would help to save an
estimated $5billion in transfer
charges that flow out of the
continent annually. For instance,
when a trader in Ghana makes a
transaction in Ghana cedis, their
business partner in Kenya would be
able to receive the funds in Kenyan
shillings.
Africa stands the chance of
achieving rapid industrialisation
if it fully implements the AfCFTA
Agreement, which is expected to
result in 97% of Africa’s products
being traded at zero duty in less
than 15 years. This would increase
intra-African trade and investment
and exponentially boost the
continent’s industrialisation efforts.
Similarly, AfCFTA will create an
enabling environment for the
creation of critical continental value
chains resulting in joint-ventures
among countries to produce for
themselves or other countries, a
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situation which could accelerate
Africa’s integration into the global
economy. The merging of African
economies into a single market
presents numerous prospects for
entrepreneurs and businesses as
well as consumers on the continent.
The implementation of the AfCFTA
Agreement will simplify trade and
guarantee greater protection for
small and informal businesses, as
well as facilitate their participation
in the new export opportunities
created by AfCFTA . Hence,
entrepreneurs can undertake
larger revenue projects across the
continent because AfCFTA provides
a bigger and lucrative market.
Adhering to the tenets of the
AfCFTA Agreement will improve the
value proposition of entrepreneurs
thereby reducing the risk of doing
business in Africa. This is further
bolstered by a protocol on conflict
resolution should the need arise.
AfCFTA is a paradigm shift that
should challenge African youths

Similarly, SMEs in Nigeria account
for 96% of businesses, 48% of GDP
and 84% of employment, whereas
in South Africa, the continent’s
second largest economy, they
are responsible for 91% of
businesses, 34% of GDP and 60%
of employment.

living in all corners of the continent
to explore opportunities in various
sectors. There is also the need
to ensure that access to benefits
accruing from the implementation
of AfCFTA is equitable in order to
ensure mutual gains and reduce
the continent’s exposure to the
volatility of the international
markets. This can be achieved
by ensuring that women, youthled enterprises and SMEs fully
participate in the AfCFTA.
SMEs play an important role in
facilitating economic development,
particularly in job creation and in
serving the unmet needs of African
countries. According to the World
Bank, SMEs account for about 77%
of all employments on the continent
and contribute about half of GDP in
some countries. Researches have
also unearthed that in Ghana, micro,
small and medium enterprises
account for 92% of businesses
and contribute about 70% of GDP.

Although AfCFTA provides potential
opportunities for well-established
African enterprises, a major
challenge to its implementation
is that most of the projected 335
million enterprises, which are the
direct beneficiaries are informal
in nature. This hampers their
ability to explore the prospects
available under the Agreement.
The continent must also be mindful
of other challenges that could
undermine the implementation
of AfCFTA, which include political
unrest and instability in parts of
the region. For instance, the coup
d’état in Mali and Guinea and the
subsequent sanctions imposed on
these countries by the Economic
Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) and the African Union
(AU) could delay the smooth
implementation process. In addition,
African states should address the
poor road and rail networks on the
continent, which could hamper
progress in view of infrastructural
development being a sine qua non
for industrialisation.

Ababa by Ethiopian Airlines owing
to the unavailability of a direct
flight between the two countries,
which share a common border. This
situation applies to many other
African countries. Most African
countries do not have their own
national carrier to facilitate the
movement of persons, goods, and
services. Despite these challenges,
there is light at the end of the
tunnel. The continent must step
up its effort to overcome the
development challenges that the
AfCFTA implementation process
could address.
AfCFTA is an important integration
initiative, which when implemented
successfully, could address
bottlenecks to the continent’s
integration efforts and help
revamp African economies in
the post Covid-19 era. There is
therefore the need for a structural
transformation of African
economies if industrialisation is
to be realised. African countries
ought to move away from being
mere agrarian economies to adding
value to their raw materials. They
are expected to promote trade
through greater integration into
regional and global value chains. It is
also important for the continent to
ensure that economic development
under AfCFTA is sustainable and
equitable.

Furthermore, excessive bureaucracies
at the seaports, airports and land
borders could slow the process.
The poor aviation system is another
major bottleneck. A case in point
is that a traveller from Uganda,
who is visiting Zimbabwe must
make a transit through Addis
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LEGALITY OF NIGERIA’S BORDER
CLOSURE, DISCRIMINATORY
INVESTMENT CODES AND
IMPLICATIONS FOR REGIONAL
AND CONTINENTAL INTEGRATION

I

Introduction
n recent years, Nigeria has closed its land
borders to the Member States of the
Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS). There have also
been standoffs between Ghana’s Union of
Traders Association (GUTA) and Nigerianshop owners over the participation of
the latter in the petty trade/retail sector
reserved for Ghanaians under the Ghana
Investment Promotion Centre (GIPC)
Law. This article seeks to examine the
legality of the border closures, national
investment codes and their implications
for regional and continental integration.

By
DR. SENALOR K.
YAWLUI (LLB, BL, MA,
LLM, PhD)
Director/Consular Affairs
Bureau

The Legal and Regulatory Framework
Under Article 3 of the Revised ECOWAS
Treaty, one of the main objectives of
ECOWAS is to promote the economic
integration of the region by establishing
among other things, a Free Trade Area
(FTA). Besides, Article 4(1) of the 1990
ECOWAS Supplementary Protocol on Free
Movement of Persons, Right of Residence
and Establishment stipulates that: “in
matters of establishment and services,
each Member State shall undertake to
accord non-discriminatory treatment to
nationals and companies of other Member
States”.
Article 31 of the Protocol defines the
term “right of establishment” as “the right
granted to a citizen who is a national of
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the Member State to settle or establish
in another Member State other than his
State of origin, and to have access to
economic activities, to carry out these
activities as well as to set up and manage
enterprises, and in particular companies,
under the same conditions as defined
by the legislation of the host Member
State for its own nationals.” Article 2
of the ECOWAS Protocol expands the
definition to include the term “access to
non-salaried activities”. Furthermore, the
execution of such activities as well as the
creation and management of enterprises
and companies, which comply with the
definition contained in Article 3, are
subject to the same conditions stipulated
by the laws and regulations of the country
of establishment for its own nationals.
In this context, Article 3 of the ECOWAS
Protocol states that “…companies which
are formed in accordance with the laws
and regulations of a Member State
with their headquarters, central seat of
administration or principal establishment
within the Community shall be considered
in the same category as individual
nationals of Member States”. Thus, a
company registered and headquartered in
Nigeria would be entitled to the right of
establishment in Ghana and can participate
in domestic economic activities under the
same conditions stipulated for Ghanaians
under Ghanaian laws and regulations.

Significantly, as exceptions, Article
4(3) of the Protocol provides that
the provisions of the ECOWAS
Protocol are “without prejudice to
the application of legislative and
administrative provisions, which
provide a special treatment for
non-nationals and are justified by
exigencies of public order, security
or public health.” In addition, Article
41 of the Revised Treaty of ECOWAS
makes provisions for quantitative
restrictions on community goods by
Member States. Article 41(3) of the
Treaty provides thus: “A Member
State may, after having given notice
to the Executive Secretary and the
other Member States of its intention
to do so, introduce or continue to
execute restrictions or prohibitions
affecting the application of security
laws and regulations, notably on the
control of arms, ammunitions, and
other war equipment and military
items; the protection of human,
animal or plant health or life, or the
protection of public security; the
transfer of gold, silver and precious
and semi-precious stones; and the
protection of national artistic and
cultural property.”

In the context of the African Union,
Articles 26 and 27 of the Protocol
on Rules and Procedures on the
Settlement of Disputes annexed to
the African Continental Free Trade
Area (AfCFTA) Agreement permits
its States Parties to take certain
restrictive measures, which allow
restrictions for essential security
reasons. Article 19 of the Protocol
on Trade in Goods (annexed
to the Agreement) stipulates
that “States Parties may apply
safeguard measures to situations
where there is a sudden surge of a
product imported in a State Party
under conditions which cause or
threaten to cause serious injury to
domestic products of like or directly
competing products within the
territory”.
Where the above-mentioned
restrictions are applicable, paragraph
2 of Article 17 under part VI of
AfCFTA enjoins State Parties to
serve a pre-closure notice to the
AfCFTA Secretariat. Additionally,
under WTO law, Article XXI of the
General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT) permits its members
to impose trade restrictions to
protect their security interests

and safeguard against unfair trade
practices. Against the above
background, Nigerian traders in
Ghana have asserted that they have
been discriminated against based on
Article 4(1) of the 1990 ECOWAS
Supplementary Protocol on Free
Movement of Persons, Right of
Residence and Establishment.
On the closure of its land borders,
the Nigerian Government argues
that it has to protect its economy
against rampant smuggling and
encourage the production of
rice and other food crops. The
neighbouring ECOWAS States,
notably Benin, Togo, and Ghana,
which hold contrary views on the
border closure, met the move with
considerable disappointment and
pain. That said, had Nigeria based the
closure of its borders on the stated
exemptions under ECOWAS, AfCFTA
and WTO/GATT Laws, it would have
been justified. However, that was
not the case.
There are discriminatory provisions
in Trade and Investment Codes of
some ECOWAS States, some of
which are highlighted below.
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GIPC Law
Under Section 27 of the GIPC
Act 2013, (ACT 865) on Entry,
Admission and Protection of
Investment: (1) a person who
is not a citizen or an enterprise,
which is not wholly owned by a
Ghanaian citizen, shall not invest or
participate in:
(a) Sale of goods or provision of
services in a market, petty trading
or hawking or selling of goods in a
stall at any place;
(b) Operation of taxi or car hire
service in an enterprise that has
a fleet of less than twenty-five
vehicles;
(c) Operation of a beauty salon or a
barbershop;
(d) Printing of recharge scratch
cards for the use of subscribers of
telecommunication services;
(e) Production of exercise books
and other basic stationery;
(f)Retail of finished pharmaceutical
products;
(g) Production, supply and retail of
sachet water; and
(h) Aspects of pool betting business
and lotteries, except football pool.
Moreover, under Section 28 (2) of
the Act on Enterprises Eligible for
Foreign Participation and Minimum
Foreign Capital Requirement, “A
person who is not a citizen may
participate in an enterprise other
than an enterprise specified in
section 27 if that person invests
in the enterprise, not less than one
million United States Dollars in cash
or goods and services relevant to
the investments”. Section 28 (3)
of the Act further provides that,
“…trading includes the purchasing
and selling of imported goods
and services”. This section of the
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GIPC Act is the crux of the GhanaNigeria traders’ conundrum. The
question is whether Ghanaian
authorities acting in accordance
with the GIPC Act were violating
the ECOWAS Protocol on Freedom
of Establishment. In other words,
was it wrong for the Ghanaian
retailers to forcefully remove their
Nigerian counterparts from their
shops?
In the first instance, the Ghanaian
authorities would appear partly
justified in their action under
the GIPC law, as Article 3 of the
ECOWAS Protocol clearly states
that only “companies which are
formed in accordance with the
laws and regulations of a Member
State… shall be considered in
the same category as individual
nationals of Member States”. Thus,
Nigerian traders are precluded from
operating in the exempted areas of
the Ghanaian economy.
The GIPC Act thus provides a valid
exception to the ECOWAS Protocol
as legislation which provides
“special treatment for nonnationals” that can be justified on
the grounds specified in Article 4(3)
of the ECOWAS Protocol provided
that it is in furtherance of public
order, security, or public health. It
is hard to determine whether the
closure of the Nigerian shops was
in furtherance of the preservation
of public order, security or public
health in Ghana. It was however
wrong for the Ghanaian retailers
to close the shops of Nigerians
engaged in petty trading activities,
since they are reserved for
Ghanaians, without recourse to
the law in the second instance. The
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swift intervention of the Ghanaian
security agencies to contain the
situation and restore calm was
laudable.
Although, Ghana is not alone in
reserving certain aspects of trade
for its nationals, the National
Association of Nigerian Traders
(NANTS) dragged the country to
the ECOWAS Court of Justice over
the discriminatory provisions of
GIPC Act 2013, notably Sections
27 and 28(2) thereof. However,
the Community Court in its 2014
ruling did not hold the GIPC law in
violation of the Community norms
on free movement of persons and
goods.
Nigeria Investment Promotion
Commission Act
Section 17 of the Nigeria
Investment Promotion Commission
Act, Chapter N1 17 (Decree No 16
of 1995) Laws of the Federation
of Nigeria, provides that “Except
as provided in section 18 of this
Act and subject to this Act, a nonNigerian may invest and participate
in the operation of any enterprise
in Nigeria”. Section 18, however
notes that “…the provisions of this
Act shall not apply to the “negative
list” as defined in Section 31 of this
Act”.
In turn, Section 31 defines the
“negative list” as the list of those
sectors of investment prohibited
to both foreign and Nigerian
investors… And such other items
as the Federal Executive Council
may, from time to time determine”.
Significantly, Section 31 of the
Act defines “enterprise” in the
following terms: “…enterprise

means an industry, project,
undertaking or business to which
this Act applies or an expansion
of that industry, undertaking,
project or business or any part of
that industry, undertaking, project
or business and, where there is
foreign participation, means such
an enterprise duly registered with
the Commission”.
From the above definition,
Ghanaians and other non-Nigerians
who wish to operate businesses in
Nigeria must register them with the
Nigerian Investment Commission,
but that condition would not apply
to Nigerians wishing to operate their
businesses in Nigeria. Therefore,
the law could be construed as
discriminatory.
Moreover, the Nigerian legislation
does not identify the criteria
that the government would
use for registering businesses
that have foreign participation,
thereby opening the possibility
that supporting regulations or
administrative measures could set
out criteria that would effectively
bar foreigners from certain sectors
of the Nigeria economy. In this
manner, the Act could enable the
Nigerian authorities to reserve
some economic sectors for its
citizens albeit in an indirect manner
which contrasts sharply with the
more specific and express style
adopted in the Ghanaian statute to
protect part of its domestic sector.
Another issue with the Nigerian law
is that the reference to a ‘negative
list’ that Nigeria could use to
protect its domestic industries or
in as much as it allows for inclusion

in the list of “such other items as
the Federal Executive Council may,
from time to time, determine”.
Some Ghanaian products were
blacklisted on the said negative
list. Moreover, nothing in the law
appears to prevent the Nigerian
Government from including an
economic sector or activity in the
negative list, which would serve
to bar the participation of nonNigerians in the sector or activity.
Côte d’Ivoire Investment Code
Similarly,
Cote
d’Ivoire
has
legislation, which on face value
appears not to be discriminatory,
but would provide adequate
policy space to protect parts of
the country’s domestic economy.
Article 4 of Ordinance No. 2012487, dated 7th June, 2012 on the
Investment Code of Cote d’Ivoire
provides as follows: “This code shall
apply to all private investments
made in Cote d’Ivoire by an
individual or legal entity, with the
exception of investments eligible
for specific aid schemes established
by the General Tax Code or specific
laws”.
Clearly, the above provisions of
the Ivorian, Nigerian and Ghanaian
investment laws appear to be in
contradistinction to ECOWAS Law
and the relevant AfCFTA provisions.
They undermine regional and
continental integration, notably,
trade and investment as well as
ECOWAS’ commitment to moving
away from a Community of States
to a seamless Community of
peoples.

16th December, 2020 that allowed
for the passage of light vehicles and
pedestrians since January 2021,
Benin’s retaliatory imposition of a
punitive new import duty of FCFA
9 million per transit truck laden
with Nigeria-bound goods from
Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana and Togo has
complicated matters.
Conclusion
There is the need for political
engagements between Ghanaian
and Nigerian leaders to reach
a consensus on the common
aspirations of the integration agenda
of ECOWAS. Such negotiations
would yield good results when held
in good faith and broadened to
include the wider issues of subtle
barriers to trade in the sub-region
such as Nigeria’s “negative list” and
its concerns over the treatment of
its traders in Ghana. There is also the
need for a reciprocal amendment of
the domestic laws of Ghana and
Nigeria that restrict certain aspects
of trade, which are contradictory
to ECOWAS’ Protocols and the
prescriptions of AfCFTA. Similarly,
member states of ECOWAS and
AU ought to harmonise the grey
areas of their domestic laws with
the provisions of the protocols
of the organisations for effective
implementation. Considering the
enormous benefits of AfCFTA
to African integration, resorting
to economic nationalism via the
erection of barriers to trade and
investment will be detrimental to
African states. There is therefore
the need for effective cooperation
in multilateralism in Africa and
globally in the post COVID-19 era.

Notwithstanding Nigeria’s partial
reopening of its land borders on
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GHANA’S ELECTION TO THE
UNITED NATIONS SECURITY
COUNCIL FOR THE TERM
2022-2023

N

ew York, Friday, 11th
June, 2021 - The
General Assembly of
the United Nations
today elected Ghana to serve
a two-year term on the United
Nations Security Council for the
period January 2022 to December
2023. Ghana secured 185 votes
out of 190 votes cast. Ghana

obtained the highest number of
votes compared to the four other
Member States that were elected,
further cementing Ghana’s high
standing in the comity of nations.
The Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Regional Integration, Honourable
Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey, cast
Ghana’s vote.

Ghana congratulates Brazil, the
United Arab Emirates, Albania
and Gabon for their respective
successful elections and looks
forward to working closely with all
the new members of the Council
when our tenure commences in
January 2022.

Hon. Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration (middle), H.E. Harold Agyeman,
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Republic of Ghana to the United Nations, New York (fourth from
left), Ambassador Kwabena Osei Danquah, Special Adviser to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration
(third from right) and other officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration in a group photograph
after Ghana’s election as a member of the United Nations Security Council, 2022 to 2023.
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The endorsement of the African
Union (AU) and the Economic
Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) is deeply appreciated.
With situations in Africa dominating
the agenda of the Security Council,
we vow to work assiduously to
assist in addressing the conflicts
on the continent and sustain the
peace the people of Africa need.
As it is well known, issues on
Africa constitute 70 percent of the
Security Council’s agenda.
Ghana also thanks all other Member
States for their confidence in her
candidacy. The broad support for
Ghana confirms the trust Member
States have in our membership of
the Council and Ghana’s capacity

to help address the challenges
confronting our world today,
including
violent
extremism,
terrorism, malicious cyber threats,
illicit trafficking of arms, climate
change, etc.

Ghana will also use her tenure on
the Security Council to seek for a
stronger and deeper collaboration
and cooperation between the
United Nations and regional
bodies in a manner that enhances
complementarity and ensures
effectiveness of coordinated action.

ii) Promotion of Human Rights,
sustainable development, peace
and security in advancing the work
of the Security Council, especially
at a time when the United Nations
is mobilising all Member States
towards combating the COVID-19
pandemic;
iii) A d v o c a c y
for
the
implementation of the actions
recommended by the High-Level
Independent Panel on Peace
Operations, such as improved
strategic planning, better force
generation, enhanced safety and
security and strengthened efforts
to combat sexual exploitation and
abuse;
iv) Strengthening partnerships
between the United Nations
and continental and regional
organizations such as the AU and
ECOWAS in conflict prevention,
peacekeeping operations and
special political missions; and
v) Addressing conflicts caused
by environmental factors such as
land degradation, desertification,
drought and climate change.

As indicated during our campaign,
Ghana’s tenure on the Council will
focus on Enhancing Global Peace
and Security for Sustainable and
Inclusive Development. Some of
our priorities will include:
i) Commitment to placing the critical
agenda of conflict prevention,
post-conflict reconstruction and
multilateralism at the heart of UN
peace and security agenda;

Ghana stands ready to be an active
and instrumental member of the
Council for the maintenance of
international peace and security.
Once again, Ghana is grateful to
the AU and ECOWAS for endorsing
our candidacy and to all Member
States of the United Nations
for giving us the opportunity to
collaborate with them and be a
voice for Africa on the Council.

The effective leadership being
demonstrated by Ghana’s President,
H.E. Nana Addo Dankwa AkufoAddo, as Chair of ECOWAS provides
synergy for our membership of the
Security Council, particularly in
addressing the conflict situations
in some parts of the West Africa
region and the Sahel. Ghana will
bring to bear on the work of
the Council her experience in
conflict mediation, prevention and
reconstruction.
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APPOINTMENT OF AMBASSADOR
MARTHA POBEE AS UNITED
NATIONS ASSISTANT SECRETARYGENERAL FOR AFRICA

T

he United Nations Secretary
-General, Mr. António
Guterres announced on 21st
May, 2021 the appointment
of Ambassador Martha Ama Akyaa
Pobee as the Assistant SecretaryGeneral for Africa in the Department
of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs
and Peace Operations (DDPA-DPO).
P r i o r t o h e r a p p o i n t m e n t,
Ambassador Martha Pobee served
briefly as the Acting Chief Director
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Regional Integration. She was
the Ambassador and Permanent
Representative of the Republic of
Ghana to the United Nations from
July 2015 to November 2020 and
the first female to hold that position.
Ambassador Pobee has held various
positions in the Ghana Foreign
Ministry and served in different
capacities in the Ghana Missions
in Moscow, Geneva, Tel Aviv,
Washington, and Pretoria as a career
Diplomat since 1989.
During her term at the United Nations,
she performed special assignments,
including chairing the Advisory
Committee for the United Nations
Programme of Assistance in the
Teaching, Study, Dissemination and
Wider Appreciation of International
Law from July 2015 to November
2020 and the United Nations
Population Awards Committee from
2016 to 2018. She was appointed
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Ambassador Martha Pobee

by the Presidents of the 70th and 71st
Sessions of the General Assembly
as Co-Adviser on Enhancing the
Participation of Indigenous Peoples’
Representatives and Institutions in
Meetings of Relevant United Nations
Bodies on Issues Affecting Them from
February 2016 to September 2017.
Ambassador Martha Pobee also
served in the following positions: Chair
of the African Group of Ambassadors
in New York in December 2017; VicePresident of the 71st Session of the
United Nations General Assembly
from September 2017 to September
2018; Chair of the New York Group of
Friends of the African Women Leaders
Network from February 2018 to
November 2020. She was also
appointed as follows: Co-facilitator of
the High-Level Meeting on Financing
for Development from November
2018 to September 2019 by the
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President of the 73rd Session of
the General Assembly; Co-Chair
of the 2020 Science, Technology
and Innovation Forum by the
President of the Economic and
Social Council; Co-Chair of the
Ad-hoc Working Group on the
revitalization of the Work of
the General Assembly by the
President of the 74th Session of
the General Assembly; and CoChair of the Group of Friends
on Gender Parity at the United
Nations from November 2018 to
November 2020.
H.E. Mrs. Martha Pobee holds
a Master of
Arts Degree
inDevelopment Studies with
specialization in Women and
Development from the Institute
of Social Studies, The Hague and
a Degree in English and Philosophy
from the University of Ghana.
She also holds Diplomas in Public
Administration and Multilateral
Diplomacy from the Ghana
Institute of Management and
Public Administration (GIMPA) in
Ghana and the Geneva Institute
of International Studies in Geneva
respectively.
The Ministry congratulates and
wishes Ambassador Martha
Pobee success in her appointment
as the Assistant SecretaryGeneral for Africa.

EXPERIENCE GHANA LIVE:
PLANTING SEEDS OF BRAZIL-GHANA
CULTURAL DIPLOMACY

A

few months into my first
year as Ambassador to Brazil,
I initiated the “Experience
Ghana Live” festival. The
objective was to display the culture of
Ghana in Brazil, celebrate our heritage,
and stimulate dialogue about the
experiences and shared backgrounds
between the Ghanaian immigrant
community and the Afro-descended
communities, children in particular,
as a reinforcement of social solidarity
and thus promote intercultural unity
between Ghana and Brazil.

By
H.E. ABENA P.A.
BUSIA
Ambassador of Ghana
to Brazil

The decision to organise the festival
stemmed out of four decades of
experience: teaching multicultural and
African Diaspora courses in the academy;
creating cultural exchange organisations
that worked on several continents;
directing
international
exchange
programmes;
and
instrumentally,
circumnavigating the globe teaching on
the “Semester-at-Sea”, immediately
prior to arriving in Brazil. These
things confirmed to me the value of
cross-cultural understanding through
experiential learning. I wanted to bridge
a knowledge gap by promoting what it

means to be Ghanaian in an educationally
festive way and to celebrate the ties
that bind Brazil to West Africa. The first
festival in 2018 was a great success so
we repeated it, to even greater success,
in 2019.
Although COVID-19 halted all 2020
plans, the hiatus did allow me to obtain
an-online Diploma from the Institute of
Cultural Diplomacy in Berlin. That work
enabled me to situate the “Experience
Ghana Live” festival in a larger debate
of public and cultural diplomacy and
through that reflection, highlight the
complexity of enhancing “DiasporaHomeland
Relationships
through
Symbolic Nation Building” as we are
charged to do. This brief paper attempts
to distill some of the questions raised by
the Case Study, which was my course
final.
The festival began with the transformation of our residency garden into
a “little Ghana” with discrete spaces
devoted to specific aspects of Ghanaian
arts and cultural life. Guests were met
at the entrance by Embassy staff and
drummers and dancers as if entering
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a chief’s palace. Children were
welcomed by specially created lifesize Ghanaian character puppets
and given a “grab bag” containing a
souvenir T-shirt and cups with the
festival logo, Ghana chocolate bars,
and “play money” to give them the
opportunity to learn to “trade” with
the food and drink vendors.
The first thing encountered in the
garden was the “village square”,
the central meeting space for
collective activities such as
judging competitions, storytelling,
drumming and dancing workshops
and demonstrations, and live guest
performances and presentations
on the main stage. Each year, we
had a disk jockey (DJ) at the back
of the main stage playing a range
of contemporary African music
between the live Ghanaian cultural
performance demonstrations, and
the headline act. In 2019, we were
fortunate enough to secure the
13-year-old Jeremias Reis, the
winner of “The Voice KIDS” Brazil,
the first-ever Afro-Brazilian winner,
and gave him his first opportunity to
perform in Brasilia. Dominating this
public square was the marketplace
with stalls containing the wares
of Ghanaian, Afro-Brazilian, and
indigenous traders, including clothes,
crafts, and jewelry sent from
Ghana by members of the “Tabom”
community.
Two sections of the grounds were
dedicated to games: an outdoor
wooded area for treasure hunts
and learning to play clapping games
such as “ampe”, or messy activities
such as the textile printing
and painting workshops; and a
verandah space for pop-up fashion
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exhibits, playing “oware”, and
hair braiding. The basement had
a cinema for screening Ghanaian
and other African music videos,
and short films about Brazil-Africa
relations. In the food court, a chef
demonstrated the preparation of
a variety of Ghanaian and other
West African dishes. The inclusion
of food was critical because food is
perhaps the most familiar cultural
link between Africa and Brazil.
The first issue that faced us was that
of capacity; in terms of logistical
funding as well as personnel. We
managed to raise funds from both
public and private sources, which
enabled us to offer the day entryfree to participants. The private
Brazilian company Contracta,
building Kumasi Market and
Airport, has a sustained policy of
social engagement. We approached
them because they had sponsored
the project, “Brazil-Ghana: Meeting
of Eyes” that promoted a capacitybuilding educational programme
between the gold mining towns
of Sabra in Minas Gerais State,
Brazil, and Obuasi in the Ashanti
Region. The Ghana National Gas
Company (GNGC) supported us
as part of their Corporate Social
Responsibility portfolio since the
Brasilia Mission is concurrently
accredited to Guyana, where GNGC
has started capacity-building
programmes in aid of Guyana’s
fledgling oil business.
Though we were understaffed for
the undertaking, we were fortunate
enough to find in Brazil, an old
friend, Luiz do Nascimento Adelaja,
a Nigerian-Brazilian artist-designer
and the Chief Executive Officer
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of M4S Eventos E Produceos
who, having worked in Ghana
and different parts of Africa and
North America, is now working in
Brazil as an independent events
consultant. He volunteered his own
services, and The Busia Foundation
International provided the support
to retain his staff. We worked
with a second NGO, the “Collative
da Cidade” located in a suburb of
Brasilia with a high concentration
of vulnerable Afro-descended
children. It serves 200 children and
adolescents between the ages of 6
and 17 years, offering educational
and artistic activities, as well as
psychosocial support, and two
meals per shift, with the aim of
protecting and promoting their
integral development. Seventy of
the children joined us for the day.
In our second year, we added a
charity for children living with HIVAIDS for whom we collected dry
goods from the Diplomatic Corps in
lieu of entry fees, to donate to their
residential home. With this support
we managed to create our daylong festival to show off Ghanaian
music, song, and dance as well as
display and speak about our beads
and fabrics, create art, tell stories,
and share our food.
Having navigated the complexities
of hosting this festival twice,
I then had the opportunity to
reflect on it in the context of the
global development of “cultural
diplomacy”. The conventions of
modern diplomacy under which
we work, and the ideas that shape
the very concept of “cultural
diplomacy” reflect the influence
of the nation-states of Europe and
the diplomatic history of the United

Singer Jeremais Reais with the Ghanaian community Drummers

States of America (USA). Thus the
second central consideration of my
case study, (far beyond the scope
of what I discuss here), was to ask
what would cultural diplomacy
look like if we were working within
historical Pan-African frameworks,
mapped from the experiences
of, let’s say, embassies from
Pharaonic Egypt, the Ancient
Empires of Wagadou, Songhai
and Abyssinia, the court of the
King of Kongo to the court of the
current Asantehene, rather than
one framed by a history from the
Romans, through the Vatican, the
Holy Roman Empire, the court of
the Sun King, and a dying AustroHungarian Empire? We in Africa do
not yet have such a mapping, still,
it is worth pondering what would
be our investments and modes of
engagement if our own traditional
notions of culture and diplomacy
were more firmly encoded in the
diplomatic institutions of our
nation-states.
The final issue I raise is the notion
of the “African Diaspora”, which in
itself is a notion quite as complex
as “cultural diplomacy”. There has
always been some conflation,
and sometimes confusion, about
whether “African Diaspora” means

H.E. Abena Busia (fourth from left) with some of
her colleague African Ambassadors

people who were born citizens
on the African continent who
now live abroad, or those who
are descendants of long ago,
usually traumatic, historical
displacements. More often,
outside the continent, the term is
assumed to refer to the historical
dispersal of Africans into the new
world through the Trans-Atlantic
slave trade, dominated today by
the example of Black communities
of the United States of America.
However, within the continent, the
African Union, and discrete national
governments, in particular, the
term more commonly refers to the
community of their contemporary
national citizens sojourning abroad.
This is an important distinction
because it can determine strategic
thinking, including planning and
the allocation of funds inside and
outside Africa. At present, Ghana
has two distinct policies covering
“Diaspora Affairs”; the official
Diaspora Engagement Policy for
Ghana under the auspices of the
Office of the President and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Regional Integration, slanted
towards Ghanaian Nationals; and
the Concept Note for Beyond the
Return, the Ten Year follow up to

the Year of Return 2019, under
the auspices of the Ministry of
Tourism, Arts and Culture, which is
slanted towards the foreign-born
community. The two communities
are distinct, though not mutually
exclusive.
In our festival, we tried to
encompass both groups and
will continue to do so as we try
to establish it as a continuing
project. We believe it to be a lever
that meets several aspirations in
defense of our cultural heritage,
beyond the marketing of the
nation. In creating fora for the
performance of cultural expression
and building in educational spaces
directed at the young, we were,
in fact, fulfilling the requirements
of many of the articles of the
UNESCO “Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage” and doing so
in spaces where the need for reeducation about Africa, is great.
Such festivals can fulfill many
national and international needs
that are central to the mission of
transforming ideas of who we are,
and how we do what we do.
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GHANA EXIM BANK:

A PARTNER IN GHANA’S QUEST FOR AN
EXPORT-LED ECONOMY

Lawrence Agyinsam, Chief Executive Officer of Ghana Export-Import Bank
(GEXIM)

T

he thrust of this piece is
to shed light on the Ghana
Exim Bank (GEXIM) and
its activities in promoting
the country’s quest for an exportled economy. The Ghana Exim Bank
is one of the foremost institutions
that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Regional Integration (MFARI)
collaborates with in the pursuit of
its economic diplomacy mandate.
What is the Ghana Exim Bank?
The Ghana Exim Bank is a
Development and Policy Financial
Institution established under the
Ghana Export-Import Bank Act
2016 (Act 911), which came
into force on 29th March, 2016
to support the government’s
agenda of making Ghana a
viable and sustainable export-led
economy. It was created through
the merger of three government
agencies namely; the Export
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Trade, Agricultural and Industrial
Development Fund (EDAIF), the
Export Finance Company (EFC)
and the Eximguaranty Company
Limited.
In an effort to promote the
transformation of Ghana into an
export-oriented economy, GEXIM
facilitates trade between Ghana
and other countries, promotes
overseas investment by Ghanaian
companies as well as eliminates
critical market bottlenecks in
the Ghanaian economy and thus
makes it competitive on the global
market. The development of both
direct and indirect trade between
Ghana and other countries as
well as the building of Ghana’s
capacity and competiveness in
the international marketplace
are important tools deployed by
GEXIM for the achievement of its
goal.
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Achievements
Since the establishment of GEXIM
in 2016, there has been a marked
improvement in the country’s
export competitiveness, foreign
exchange and balance of trade in
line with its objectives. Since its
inception, the activities of GEXIM
have attracted positive attention.
The bank has been awarded the
‘Financial Service Provider of the
Year’ 2019 (Ghana Pharma Awards
2019), Outstanding Sustainable
Project Financing (City of Karlsruhe
[Germany] Awards 2019), the
“Export Finance Company of
the Year” (Fifth Ghana Finance
Innovation Awards Night 2019),
and the “Best Financial Institution
of the Year 2018” – (“Meet the
Farmers Conference”2018), among
others.
GEXIM’s four-year strategic
objectives (2017–2020) were as
follows:
• Develop crops such as cassava,
avocado, sweet potatoes as
well as poultry into major NonTraditional Export products;
• Be a key finance partner for
the effective implementation
of Government of Ghana’s
industrialisation agenda and
special initiatives such as OneDistrict-One- Factory (1D1F);
• Finance and develop strategic
import substitute products; e.g.
poultry and pharmaceuticals;
• Support the reduction of
Ghana’s import bill by a
minimum of USD 300 million
by 2022;

•

•

•

Increase the capacity of the
Ghanaian exporter through
effective collaboration with
key strategic partners such as
the Ghana Export Promotion
Authority (GEPA), Food and
Drugs Authority (FDA) and
Ghana Standards Authority
(GSA);
Make Ghana an export pillar
regionally and globally by
providing financing support
to complement the efforts of
exporters; and
Develop human capital with
the capacity to support the
transformation of Ghana into an
export-led economy by 2022.

In pursuit of the above, GEXIM has
made major strides in funding the
establishment of factories such as
Casa de Ropa Company Limited,
Ekumfi Fruit Juices Factory and
Central Oil Mills in the Central
Region. The Bank has also funded
the establishment of the Akuapem
Gold Agro Processing Limited and
the Nano Foods Limited in the
Eastern Region. Other projects
that the Bank has funded include
Darko Farms in the Ashanti Region;
WEDDI Tomato Processing Factory
in Domefete, Bono Region and
the CH-Global Yam and Cassava
Processing Factory in Dambai, Oti
Region, among others.

investing about GH¢120m in the
pharmaceutical sector, GH¢10m in
the garments and apparel sector
as well as GH¢90m in the poultry
industry. The Bank’s interventions
aim to reduce Ghana’s import bill by
a minimum of USD 300 million by
2022.
The Bank also intends to promote the
capacity of the Ghanaian exporter
through effective collaboration
with key strategic partners such as
MFARI, GEPA, FDA and GSA. It is
worthy of note that many exporters
and clients have benefitted from the
Bank’s sponsorship of international
fairs, business conferences and
road shows, which were aimed at
providing them with opportunities
to learn about best international
practices, standards and branding.
GEXIM, through its activities, is
working towards making Ghana
a regional and global export pillar
by providing financial support
to complement the efforts of
exporters to enable them compete
favourably and competitively under
the African Continental Free Trade
Area (AfCFTA), and develop human
capital with the capacity to support
the transformation of Ghana into an
export-led economy.

Disbursement of Funds
On a national scale, different
financial institutions under the
initiative are financing about two
hundred and seventy-two (272)
1D1F projects. Out of the 272
projects, GEXIM has funded one
hundred and twenty-three (123)
to the tune of GH¢1.2bn with
thirty (30) fully completed and in
operation as of December 2020.
Employment Creation
According to GEXIM, the various
GEXIM-financed 1D1F projects
would create approximately 200,000
direct and indirect jobs in almost
all the sixteen (16) regions of
the country. This development
will go a long way to improve the
rural economy, curb rural-urban
migration and enhance the standard
of living of Ghana’s rural population.
Although GEXIM is still young, its
achievements so far have been
impressive and have contributed
significantly to the advancement
of Ghana’s industrialisation and
economic diplomacy. GEXIM is here
to stay and will need the support of
all its stakeholders to succeed.

Indeed, the Bank has been
instrumental in the development of
policy and as a strategic finance partner
for the effective implementation of
the Government’s Industrialisation
Agenda and Special Initiatives such
as the 1D1F. To this end, GEXIM has
financed and developed strategic
import substitute products by
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MADE IN

Ghana Export-Import Bank (GEXIM),
through the 1D1F Initiative has financed
over 120 projects including Casa De Ropa
and Ekumfi Fruits and Juice Factories in
the Central Region; AKRO Poultry Farms
in the Eastern Region and and Weddi
Tomato Processing Factory in the Bono
Region.

EKUMFI JUICE FACTORY
CENTRAL REGION

Let’s Prosper as a nation by
Producing, Promoting and Purchasing
MADE-IN-GHANA products.
AKRO FARMS
EASTERN REGION

WEDDI AFRICA TOMATO
PROCESSING AND AGRO FARMS
BRONG-AHAFO REGION

CASA DE ROPA
CENTRAL REGION

THE NEXUS BETWEEN
ECONOMIC POLICY AND
FOREIGN POLICY:
INTERROGATING GHANA’S PURSUIT
OF ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY

T
By
ERNEST NANA
ADJEI
Minister-Counsellor
Ghana High Commission
New Delhi, India

Introduction
he purpose of this article is
to examine the relationship
between economic policy
and foreign policy and how
they define the agenda of nations in
their pursuit of Economic Diplomacy.
I would like to state from the outset
that the object of foreign policy is
to promote and protect a country’s
interests. These include economic
interests and the welfare of its citizens.
Economic policies are actions taken
by governments that influence the
economy of a country. They include
the consideration by a government of
how to manage the economy properly,
how infrastructural projects may be
funded or the regulation of inflation
and the creation of full employment
for its populace. In effect, economic
policies are aimed at stabilising the
economy and stimulating the growth
that provide the needs and welfare of
the citizens. The guiding question for
this paper is, “what is the economic
rationale of Ghana’s foreign policy?”

Scholars have observed that Economic
Diplomacy emerged from traditional
diplomacy, except that it focuses
on the use of economic instruments
to conduct interactions with the
international community including but
not limited to the relations between
states. Economic Diplomacy seeks
to advance trade and investments,
influence multilateral trade negotiations,
and promote energy security. Economic
actions can neither be detached nor
distanced from the reality of the pursuit
of foreign policy in our world today
even as we observe the fleeting phase
of a global order with social, cultural
and economic ramifications due to the
effects of a tiny ‘virus that has gone
viral.’
Non-Alignment and Pan-African
Diplomacy.
Since attaining independence on 6th
March, 1957, Ghana has broadly
pursued two major foreign policy
guidelines: Non-Alignment and PanAfricanism. These principles were
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borne out of Ghana’s experiences as
a colony and its reaction to the Cold
War, which polarized international
relations. They were also inspired
by a people whose aspiration was
clearly to create a self-governing
and economically independent
country. Ghana’s quest for economic
emancipation has always been to
build strategic partnerships that
yield economic benefits.
The Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) presented a third force
on the international political
scene in order to avoid alliance
with either the Soviet or the
Western
political
blocs. This
firm stance of independence
from these competing blocs is
an essential element of nonalignment, which is also informed
by political and economic interests.
Decolonisation, economic underdevelopment of newly formed
states and polarised international
relations played a significant role
in the development of NAM (NAM,
2003). In my opinion, economic
underdevelopment served as the
impetus toward the formation of
NAM. The emerging states adopted
a pragmatic policy of exclusive
economic alliance with neither
bloc. However, this agenda of
Non-Alignment was not vigorously
pursued. If NAM - like the African
states - had developed a strong
system of south-south cooperation
and trade, its members could have
boasted of real independence today.
However, that is yet to happen.
Ghana’s engagement with its
neighbours has since independence
been a core principle of its
foreign policy. As the first Sub-
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Saharan country in colonial Africa
to gain independence, Ghana
championed continental unity
to strengthen Africa and make
it less vulnerable to undesirable
outside influences. There is no
doubt that Ghana considered its
independence inextricably linked to
the total liberation of other African
countries. It deemed it’s political
independence meaningless if other
African states remained under
colonial rule, since that would spell
political and economic disaster
for the country. This was also the
thinking of other independent
African countries.
The draft agenda at the Conference
of Foreign Ministers of African
States in 1963 in Ethiopia included
cooperation in the areas of economy
and social welfare, education
and culture as well as collective
defence. This later translated into
the purpose of the Organisation of
African Unity (OAU) as provided in
Article 2(2) of the OAU Charter.
The intention of the OAU was for
African countries to explore their
full potentials, in order to develop
greater capacity to negotiate
better deals with the outside
world. This aspiration is reflected
in the preamble of the Charter of
the OAU, which consequently, led
to greater openness to trade and
investment from the international
community. The Pan-Africanist
atmosphere created by the
formation of the OAU brought
with it the understanding that any
problem in Africa, regardless of
its geographical location, was an
African problem and needed to be
solved by Africans. This positive
outlook triggered the passion of

our leaders to successfully resolve
many problems on the continent.
The African Continental Free Trade
Area (AfCFTA) is indeed an idea
and a product of Pan-Africanism.
In taking a leadership role in its
establishment, Ghana has vigorously
advanced a foreign policy that is in
line with the economic aspirations
of Africa and which would culminate
in the political, social and economic
integration of African countries. In
effect, the Foreign Policy agenda
was for the political and economic
emancipation of African countries
and, therefore, African states
should ensure that absolutely
nothing stands in their way to make
continental trade work.
Emergence of Economic
Diplomacy in Ghana the Shadows
of Non-Alignment and PanAfricanism
Economic considerations have
often been an important factor
in the relations between states
and in international trade. In the
formulation and implementation of
its foreign policy, Ghana adopted a
strategic and pragmatic approach
by seeking economic cooperation
with a number of countries in
both the East and the West.
Ghana pursued mutually beneficial
cooperation, including trade with
industrialised countries in order to
secure the needed financial and
technical assistance as well as trade
deals for the achievement of its
economic agenda. The approach
portrayed the effectiveness of
the Non-Alignment principle in the
promotion of Ghana’s foreign policy.

Gh a n a ’s e n g a g e m e n t w i t h
countries of both the Western and
Eastern blocs was a mechanism for
promoting its economic agenda
through trade. The question of
whether trade promotes economic
growth and development is
debatable. While the traditional
view is that trade can and does
act as an engine of growth, there
have been several dissenting
opinions (Iyoha & Okim, 2017).
Nonetheless, it is empirically factual
that international trade leads to
an increase in income, the level
of investment and the state of
technical knowledge in a country.
The increase in investment ,
improvements in innovations
and technological progress
lead to increased productivity
an d com p eti t i ven ess wi t h
consequential triggers for further
increase in trade and income. This
positive development brings about
a ‘virtuous circle’ of increased
trade, rising income, and economic
growth. Besides, in the 19th and
20th centuries, international trade
was largely considered as the engine
of growth of the global economy
(Iyoha & Okim, 2017).
The State of Ghana’s Economic
Development
Ghana’s socio-economic development hinges on its diverse human
and natural resources, which include
massive agricultural lands, forests,
freshwater bodies and minerals
such as gold, diamonds, manganese,
bauxite and recently, oil and gas.
Ghana’s economic development has
been unsustainable over the years
due to its over-dependence on
technical and resource support from
International Financial Institutions,

and bilateral donors as well as the
unsuccessful Structural Adjustment
Programmes (SAPs). This state
of affairs has been exacerbated
by the weak capacity of the state
to respond to external economic
shocks and contain high inflationary
pressure, which could hinder the
attainment of price stability and
economic development (CIFIAG,
2018).
Ghana has made considerable
attempts through the promotion of
its Non-Traditional Exports (NTEs)
sector to avoid the pitfalls of overreliance on the exportation of a
single primary commodity such
as cocoa in order to cushion the
country against external economic
shocks (Mensah, 2016). That
notwithstanding, Ghana remains
prone to the volatility and fluctuation
of the global market because about
70% of its total earnings are derived
from the exportation of primary
commodities including gold, cocoa
and timber whereas, NTEs such as
semi-processed foods, artifacts,
and agricultural products account
for only about 30% (Mensah,
2016). Approximately 40% of
Ghana’s exports find markets in
the European Union (EU), while
10% are absorbed by the United
States of America (USA) market
(Mensah, 2016). This indicates
that Ghana’s revenue is significantly
affected by the performance of
markets in the EU and USA. Ghana’s
lack of diversification as well as
its limited NTE sector exposes the
economy to the vagaries of volatile
global markets. In effect, the poor
performance of the global market
has serious implications on the
economy.

Ghana’s Pursuit of Economic
Diplomacy
Ghana like other countries, engages
the international world through its
Diplomatic Missions and relevant
domestic institutions, to maximise
its national gains in all activities
including trade and investments
and other forms of economically
beneficial exchanges, thereby
enjoying a comparative advantage.
(Rana 2007). Ghana’s Economic
Diplomacy is ultimately aimed at
influencing decisions on crossborder economic activities pursued
by governments and non-state
actors (Bayne and Woolcock 2007,
Van Bergeijk, 2009)., Similarly,
Ghana leverages on government
relations and influences to facilitate
international trade, financial
transactions and investments
(Okano-Heijmans, 2011).
One of Ghana’s core foreign policy
objectives as stated by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Regional
Integration is “to support the
national objective of diversifying
and increasing Ghana’s export
base by actively seeking markets
for Ghanaian products abroad and
taking advantage of preferential
arrangements and multilateral
trade agreements”. In furtherance
of this objective, the government
of Ghana is actively promoting the
diversification and expansion of
the tourism industry through the
marketing of Ghana as a competitive
and attractive tourist destination.
This is aimed at boosting job
creation and revenue generation in
the sector. The concern, therefore,
has been how to harness modern
diplomacy to address development
challenges.
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In recognition of the economic
situation in Ghana, successive
governments had approved and
adopted strategies and programmes
aimed at achieving economic
growth and stability. These
strategies and programmes have
created a nexus between Ghana’s
economy and the rest of the world
through the encouragement of
Ghanaian companies and citizens
to proactively enter into overseas
markets and attract the global flow of
people, goods and services, finances
and Foreign Direct Investments
(FDIs) into the Ghanaian economy.
Ghana executes its Economic
Diplomacy from three perspectives:
Firstly, through negotiations and the
execution of Bilateral Investment
Treaties (BITs) and Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) to strengthen
free and open global economic
systems. Secondly, opening up
markets abroad for Made-in-Ghana
goods and services and attracting
foreign direct investment. Thirdly,
engagement with multilateral
economic institutions such as
WTO, UNCTAD, UNECA, ITC, IMF
and the World Bank, to influence
economic policies for the benefit of
the developing world. As is the case
with most emerging economies,
Ghana employs trade in goods and
services to promote its economic
development. The benefits derived
from trade include first and
foremost, the capacity of Ghanaian
exporters to obtain higher prices
for their goods and services and
generate rapid economic growth.
Towards a New Paradigm
Although Ghana employs traderelated policies to enhance its
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economic growth, it has been
observed over the years that
income growth alone cannot
result in sustainable development.
Sustainable development can
only be achieved through
socio-economic conditions that
are inclusive, equitable, and
environmentally sound. Besides,
the effectiveness of Ghana’s trade
policy strategies in linking trade to
development, requires concerted
effort at the national, regional,
continental and global levels.
However, with the growing
economic and political interdependencies of markets and states,
Ghana has to cope with the postmodern environment characterised
by fragmented relations and
growing complexities. Nations at all
levels of development are engaged
in competition for economic gains
and at the same time seek to
cooperate with other like-minded
states in order to shape regulatory
institutions in their favour.
Furthermore, countries compete
with each to attract foreign direct
investments, gain market access
for their national companies and
enterprises and attempt to protect
their domestic markets. In these
complex patterns of interaction
and interdependency, Ghana must
be strategic and devise proactive
ways to interact effectively
with non-state actors such as
transnational NGOs and its citizens,
particularly Ghanaians abroad. A
dearth of knowledge and relevant
strategies to overcome the abovementioned challenges - many
of which often confront Ghana
- obliges the country to position
itself to benefit from international
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engagements. In that connection,
Ghanaian diplomats as frontline
agents of leadership, have to be
knowledgeable to recommend
evidence-based best practices,
bearing in mind the shift in global
balance of power mainly towards
Asia and emerging economies. It is,
therefore, important to note that
the role of the modern Ghanaian
diplomat should be to proffer ideas
aimed at ensuring the realisation of
the national economic objective.

THE NUANCES OF
CONSULAR PROTECTION
IN THE POST 9/11 ERA

T

he 9/11 attacks on the United States of America set off a
chain reaction that led to a remarkable shift in international
security operations. The situation intensified checks and
scrutiny at airports and border crossings, and set the
stage for a complex power play amongst states, which enabled
them to actively breach the territorial boundaries of others in
search of perpetrators of crimes that threaten the very survival of
humanity. In the wake of this dramatic awakening of global security
consciousness amidst the changing times, diplomatic agents must
navigate uncharted waters and stretch diplomacy to the limit to
bring care to citizens who are caught in the crossfire of international
crime. In the performance of their consular duties, Foreign Service
Officers (FSOs) must exercise the utmost care and diligence since
in most cases, the very lives of the people in need of their services
may depend on their professionalism.
Over the years, consular protection has assumed the dimension
of a highly unpredictable human endeavour. This phenomenon
is partly due to the high number of citizens travelling abroad for
various reasons including the quest for greener pastures, education,
medical care, tourism and business. Regrettably, some of the
Ghanaians who the FSO would come into contact with may have
been trafficked, abducted or have departed the shores of Ghana on
some extremist convictions.

By
AUDREY NAANA
ABAYENA
Deputy Head of Mission,
Ghana Embassy
Dakar, Senegal

The Constitution of the Republic of Ghana mandates the FSO
to against all odds provide the needed consular assistance and
protection to Ghanaians abroad. In some cases, the FSO trudges
through the quagmire of perplexing situations that defy the reach
of the prescribed solutions contained in occupational manuals.
Some of the cases flood the mind with a barrage of questions and
put one in deep reflection for days on end. One begins to question
whether the regulations allow the use of discretion or require
strict application. How much of one’s emotions can be held back
in the face of heart wrenching cases involving citizens in a foreign
land? Must the gravity of the act committed inform the level of
assistance rendered or, should terrorism or crimes against humanity
and genocide debar the extension of consular assistance?
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By convention, the global standard
test for the extension of consular
assistance is to ascertain the
nationality of the subject. Chapter 3
of the Constitution of the Republic
of Ghana identifies a Ghanaian as
one whose parent or grandparent
is a citizen of Ghana at the time
of his/her birth. Other provisions
of that same chapter highlight
various routes to the acquisition of
citizenship by naturalisation. The
Citizenship Act of Ghana contains
further provisions, which are
worth considering in determining
eligibility for consular assistance.
Recently, Ghana’s recognition of
dual nationality has added another
twist to the dilemma FSOs face
in the provision of consular
assistance. Which country has
the priority right to take action
in the case of dual and multiple
nationalities? For the FSO, once
the nationality of the subject is
established, the critical eligibility
test would have been satisfied,
hence paving the way to ascertain
the form of assistance needed in
the specific case.
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Consular assistance could come
in several forms including travel
advice, replacement of passport,
repatriation of the mortal remains
of Ghanaian nationals, evacuation
during crisis, prison visitations
etc. Over the years, FSOs have
extended consular assistance to
Ghanaians in prison, some of
whom had committed crimes such
as terrorism that attract severe
punishment in the host country.
The possibility of any Ghanaian
getting involved in or being caught
in the grips of international law on
account of terrorism and related
offences may sound far-fetched.
The truth is that FSOs have come
face to face with such cases,
sometimes in an environment
where the political atmosphere
is highly charged and uncertain.
Where the host country is politically
stable and in mature democracies
where there is high confidence
in the judicial process, there is
comfort in knowing that the
subject would have access to fair
and just judicial processes leading
to conviction. However, there may
be instances where the political
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environment is unstable, and
fraught with corrupt, unregulated
judicial systems, making the FSO
inclined to doubt the authenticity
of the accusation and processes
leading to the conviction. In some
cases, it is possible to come to the
realisation that the subject might
have been gullible or uninformed,
resulting in choices that may
have landed them in big trouble,
far beyond the imagination of
anyone in a village in Ghana, any
of the cluster of slums in Accra or
Takoradi, Kumasi and Axim. Some
of the revelations could unleash
a flood of emotions for even the
most experienced of FSOs.
In the event that the Foreign
Ministry is informed about the
alleged involvement of an individual
claiming to be a Ghanaian in an act
of terrorism, the FSO would be
required to establish the individual’s
nationality, and whether or not
consular assistance should be
extended to them. If they were
actually liable for such heinous
crimes, would the Government of
Ghana revoke their nationality and
render them stateless? There was
a case involving Ghanaians who
were found in precarious situations
having been accused of the crime
of terrorism in a country that
was in turmoil and had a fragile
political system. When the case
was first brought to the attention
of Ghana’s Foreign Ministry,
the immediate reaction was to
determine whether the matter
was worth pursuing, especially
when it was apparent that the
relevant Ghanaian authorities had
long known about it and the status
of the concerned persons was

being monitored by them. It was
easy to dismiss the case as being
beyond the jurisdiction of the FSO.
Some of the immediate questions
that Consular Officers struggled
with included whether they could
secure the release of the accused
persons. Would they pose a threat
to the country if indeed they were
proven to be terrorists? Could
they be left to their fate? Were
they Ghanaians in the first place?
If they were actually liable for
such heinous crimes, could the
Government of Ghana pursue the
possibility of a revocation of their
nationalities, thereby rendering
them stateless, in order to spare
the entire population of Ghana any
villainous tendencies on their part?
There is precedent on the
revocation of citizenship in the
case of the British national of
Bangladeshi descent, Shamima
Begum, who was stripped of her
British nationality on the grounds
that she had travelled to Syria in
2015 to join ISIS when she was 15
years old thereby posing a threat
to the national security. There is
also the case of Hoda Muthana,
a 25-year-old student of the
University of Alabama at the time,
who also travelled to Syria to join
ISIS. Her nationality was withdrawn
on the claim that her father was
a Yemeni diplomat in the United
States at the time of her birth,
which disqualified her from being
granted American nationality by
virtue of her being born in America.
Among the said Ghanaians who
had been accused of engaging in
terrorism were some minors, many
of whom had never been to Ghana.
Some of them had been born in
prison while their parents were

serving jail terms. Hence, they
had spent their formative years in
prison. What about those who did
not have parents, and only knew
their nationality on account of
what they had been told but had
lost their Ghanaian identity, could
not speak any Ghanaian language
or English and had to communicate
through interpreters. These
persons had no sense of direction
to their homes and relatives in
Ghana. How does the Consular
Officer establish the Ghanaian
nationality of such persons? For
the most part, the stream of
questions confronting the Officer
in such difficult circumstances may
intensify the level of emotional
trauma the FSO has to deal with,
especially regarding the welfare of
the children involved.
There was the case of a child in dire
straits, who had been taken out of
Ghana at the age of 5 years. He
could neither speak any Ghanaian
language nor recollect the names
of his relatives and home in Ghana.
Consular Officers had to employ
innovative means, which led to his
rescue. Firstly, steps were taken to
win the trust of the child by picking
him up weekly for a walk with an
interpreter and taking him to the
home of a Ghanaian diplomat to
eat Ghanaian food. With time,
the child recollected (still through
the interpreter) that his parents
regularly ate a meal which they
were eating at the Officer’s house
(Ga kenkey) but they took it with
a red, hot sauce (pepper sauce).
Clues started emerging about
the possibility of him being of Ga
origin. He was further introduced
to different Ghanaian languages

and pictorial scenes from the
different regions of Ghana. He then
recognised the beach where he
had ever played. He was taken to
the beach for a walk at a later time
to further jog his memory. He had
many recollections including those
of his mother selling wares at the
beach, facts which were confirmed
after further assessments.
The political environment was
another factor that presented
its own set of challenges to the
resolution of the case. The locus of
the case was undergoing political
unrest in addition to the absence of
functioning institutions. Hence, the
insecurity and other uncertainties
militated against the traditional
procedures for tackling consular
matters. Consular Officers had
to find alternative channels of
communication to access critical
information for the evaluation and
processing of the case. Suffice it
to say, in a state of political unrest,
one of the major concerns of FSOs
is their personal security and that
of all other persons involved in a
case. One would also worry about
the nature of the crime, since it
impinges on the security of the
Consular Officer. Were there any
contacts of the terrorists, and
would they trail the Consular
Officer home after one of the many
visits to the subjects in prison? Are
the terrorists in support of the
assistance being offered? What if
they feared the boy would disclose
some important information about
them? Such thoughts would plague
the Consular Officer at night.
Another source of worry for
the Consular Officer is the
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stigmatization of the subjects
when the government eventually
rescues and resettles them at
home. That is the case especially
with children, for which reason it is
important for the government to
protect their identities at all times.
A lack of funds is another source
of challenge. Appeals for financial
support from some international
organisations, which had in the
past helped to repatriate stranded
Ghanaian nationals did not yield the
desired results because of the tag
of terrorism; the case did not pass
their internal acceptance test. As in
some other cases, the only option
left therefore, was to depend on
the Foreign Ministry to resort to
ad hoc means to cover the cost of
repatriating such persons.
As stated earlier, the emotional
trauma of handling the foregoing
case became overbearing over
the months, especially on account
of the heavy toll which it took on
their close relatives with whom
the Ministry was in contact. They
woke up to the fact that their
loved ones were at the center
of a situation that threatened to
bring shame and untold hardship
on the entire family. Since they did
not fully grasp the precariousness
of the situation, they trooped to
the Ministry, crying and begging
Officers to come to the aid of the
affected relatives. They had to be
handled with tact and care. On
some days, the Consular Officers
managed to unite the affected
persons with their relatives via
video conferencing. Those were
very tearful encounters for all the
parties involved.
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As the case progressed, it became
obvious to Consular Officers that
such situations were becoming
rampant. There were numerous
horror stories of abused Ghanaian
domestic workers in the Gulf
Region, stranded sailors in the
Pacific, and undocumented migrants
in Europe etc. Some of the stories
would sound unfamiliar and seem
to be isolated cases but a close
look at them would reveal their
connection to the larger problem
of lack of empowerment, which
is characterised by low levels
of formal education, absence
of decent paying jobs, and low
standards of living. The motivation
for migration from developing
countries to the developed world is
so strong that the migrants always
devise new strategies that are
difficult for the existing traditional
consular protection structures to
keep up with. Unfortunately, the
unconventional methods employed
by these migrants seeking greener
pastures abroad may lead to serious
consequences in foreign countries
that could result in jail terms,
fines, terrible living conditions
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and even death. Although there
is no readily available remedy for
those going through such adverse
experiences, Consular Officers
provide temporary relief, which
is not sustainable as the meagre
resources are not commensurate
with the magnitude of the
situations.
With the exigencies of the present
times, which are characterised
by population growth, increased
migration, advanced technology
and the overwhelmingly complex
modus operandi of criminals
who prey on young, desperate
people for personal gain, it is of
paramount importance to address
the root cause of the large number
of citizens that end up in difficult
circumstances in foreign countries.
It is also imperative to rethink the
structures, procedures, processes
and resourcing of the Foreign
Service to adequately address the
current problems.
Until then, the Consular Officer
must soldier on!

HALTING THE SPREAD OF
TERROR FINANCING:
RAGING MENACE TO SUB-REGIONAL AND
GLOBAL PEACE AND SECURITY

T
By
JONES KWABENA
BOAKYE
Assistant Chief Executive
Officer

Introduction
errorism,
an
evolving
threat to sub-regional and
global peace and security,
has since the September
11 terrorist attacks against the
United States, gained international
notoriety. Terrorists generally employ
violence or threat of violence
against targets of symbolic national
importance, notably national security
installations and buildings, diplomatic
missions, and iconic structures.
Extremist groups also focus on other
targets, including civilians, public
transportation, and public centres of
attraction, particularly, shopping malls,
supermarkets, restaurants, cinemas,
theatres, and places of worship. It is,
however, noteworthy that the rationale
for carrying out such heinous attacks
against targets is usually borne out
of the terrorist’s quest to draw both
domestic and international attention
to a prevailing grievance in the hope of
seeking appropriate redress. Terrorism
does not only destabilize nations but
also undermines sound democratic

dispensations, good governance, rule
of law, and fundamental human rights,
as well as economic development.
Following the September 11 terror
incidents, West Africa1, an integral
part of the global community has
experienced its fair share of terrorist
attacks, hence, raising considerable
concern about sub-regional peace and
security. This disturbing phenomenon
has in recent times, gained currency
in the West African sub-region due
largely to rising transnational organized
crime such as kidnapping, extortion,
armed robbery, money laundering,
smuggling, and human, narcotics, and
arms trafficking. Sub-regional terror
groups usually perpetrate cross-border
criminal activities in the sub-region.
They include Al-Qaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb (AQIM), Tuareg National
Movement for Liberation of Azawad
(MNLA), Movement for Unity and Jihad
in West Africa (MUJAO), Movement
for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta
(MEND), Boko Haram, al-Mourabitoun,
Islamic State in the Greater Sahara

1 West Africa - It is made up of Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, the Gambia,
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, and Togo.
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(EIGS), Islamic and Muslim Support
Group (GSIM/JNIM), and other
relatively unknown miniature terror
cells. It is therefore imperative to
note that these extremist groups
mostly operate in the Sahel region
of Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Chad,
Mauritania, and Northern Nigeria.
Modus Operandi, Motives,
and Drivers of Sub-Regional
Terrorism
Terrorists usually employ different
modus operandi including suicide
bombing, as well as rocket, handpropelled grenade, improvised
explosive device (IED), arson,
knife, truck and gunshot attacks.
The ripple effects of terrorism
are not only felt by its victims,
who accidentally get killed or
maimed in these attacks but
also, governments and society,
among whom terrorists hope to
engender a reaction. Political,
religious, ideological, economic, or
socio-cultural considerations are
more often than not underlying
motives of terrorists. The spike
in terrorist activities in West
Africa is predominantly triggered
by a multiplicity of inherent
factors, usually poverty and
steep socio-economic inequality,
systemic graft, protracted ethnic
conflicts, political dictatorship,
weak governance, marginalisation
of minority groups, and gross
under-development as well as
unfavourable climatic conditions,
as observed in the Sahel countries
of Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger,
Mauritania, and Chad.
Additionally, activities of subregional terrorist groups can be
traced to the proliferation and
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circulation of illicit Small Arms and
Light Weapons (SALW) across
West Africa in the aftermath of
the 1989 and 1991 civil wars in
Liberia and Sierra Leone, the 1998
civil conflict in Guinea Bissau, the
2002 Ivorian political crises, as
well as the 2012 Malian coup
d’état. It is equally noteworthy
that the destabilization of Libya
during the 2011 Arab Spring also
created a huge political vacuum,
which further deepened the
prevalence and smuggling of
illegal weapons by militant groups
in the sub-region. Unfortunately,
the persistent radicalisation of
disenchanted youth, coupled with
the southward migration of various
terrorist and extremist groups
through the Sahel, compounds the
threat to sub-regional peace and
security.
Counter-Terrorism Initiatives
The growing culture of impunity,
compounded by the large swathes
of non-administered territories
and porous inter-state borders
between West African states has
fuelled widespread terror financing
activities, which are essential to
the maintenance and sustenance
of terrorism. The upsurge in
transnational organised crime
has exacerbated this unsavoury
situation in the aftermath of the
September 11 terror attacks. This
is particularly so, because of the
ineffective legislation on organised
crime, weak law enforcement
capacity, porous financial systems,
and poor compliance with
the existing counter-terrorism
measures. Furthermore, political
instability and insecurity in some
parts of West Africa have been
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major contributors to the festering
terror threats.
Hence, in confronting the escalating
threats to sub-regional peace and
security, the Economic Community
of West African States (ECOWAS)
and the African Union (AU) have
implemented several international
anti-terror financing and counterterrorism initiatives but to no avail.
These include the ECOWAS Political
Declaration and Common Position
against Terrorism (2013), OAU
Convention on the Prevention and
Combatting of Terrorism (1999),
AU Plan of Action on the Prevention
and Combatting of Terrorism
(2002), International Convention
for the Suppression of Financing of
Terrorism (1999), Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) 40 (1990)
+9 Special Recommendations
(2003), and the United Nations
Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy
(2006).
Way Forward
Faced with the menace of the
surging terror threats to West
Africa’s peace and security, it is
imperative that existing counterterrorism initiatives within the
sub-region are critically examined,
streamlined, and tailored to more
realistic and pragmatic ways of
achieving the desired outcomes.
Thus, as part of the concerted
efforts aimed at addressing
the rising terrorist activities
and financing in West Africa,
the following transformative
counter-terrorism
measures
may be considered for strict
implementation:
• Build the capacity of the West
African population against

•

•

•

violent extremism, radicalisation, terrorism, and
recruitment by sub-regional jihadist groups;
Incorporate the subject of terrorism and its related
financing into West Africa’s early warning disaster
systems as a means of pre-empting planned terror
attacks within the sub-region;
Establish robust regulatory mechanisms to ensure
strict monitoring and supervision of the operations
and foreign donations of Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs), Non-Profit Organizations
(NPOs), and charities in West Africa, so as to forestall
their usage as conduits for money laundering and
terror financing activities;
Adopt viable strategies to address existing
political, socio-economic, religious and ideological
grievances, that are often characterized by
marginalisation and prevalent unemployment,
gross human rights violations, deep-rooted
corruption, discrimination against ethnic minorities
and religious oppression, as well as protracted
communal conflicts;

•

•

•

•

Roll-out development-oriented programmes and
policies to address the issue of gross underdevelopment and widespread unemployment;
Strengthen cross-border cooperation among West
African member states, to minimize widespread
transnational organized criminal activities;
Enhance cross-border surveillance and security
among West Africa member countries, with the
view to pre-empting jurisdictional movement of
illicit funds; and
Build the capacity of judicial, financial, security,
and law enforcement officers to enhance their
competencies in detecting, investigating, and
dismantling terrorist funding sources in West Africa.

There is no denying the fact that the strict, proactive,
and conscious implementation of the afore-mentioned
counter-terrorism initiatives could go a long way to
reduce to the barest minimum, the thriving activities of
terrorists in West Africa, which pose a festering threat
to both sub-regional and global peace and security.
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THE SAHELIAN SECURITY
SITUATION FROM THE
PERSPECTIVE OF A GHANAIAN
DIPLOMAT IN BURKINA FASO

T

he Sahel region is susceptible
to the threat of terrorism due
to weak state institutions.
Porous borders, inadequately
trained, ill-equipped security forces,
long-standing inter and intra ethnic
grievances as well as lack of
economic opportunities evidence this.
These factors, in addition to poor
communication, mistrust between
governments and local communities,
and the inability of governments
to provide the basic needs of the
populace have created the conditions
for disillusionment in the communities,
which have resulted in radicalisation
and violent extremism in the region and
beyond.

By
DR. ADAM ABDULRAHAMAN
Minister-Counsellor
Ghana Embassy
Ouagadougou,
Burkina Faso

The insecurity in the Sahel region dates
back to the colonial era. In the past
few years, the resurgence of Islamic
terrorist groups following the Tuareg
uprising in 2011 and the subsequent
French military intervention in Mali in
2013 have exacerbated the level of
instability and insecurity. Additionally,
the activities of trafficking networks,
separatist movements and other
conflicts have plunged the region into
crisis.
According to the US Department of
State Country Report on Terrorism
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(2018), the countries in the Sahel,
particularly Niger, Mali, Chad and
Burkina Faso continue to witness
persistent terrorist attacks. The
perpetrators include groups such as the
Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal Muslimeen
(JNIM), Macina Liberation Front (MLF),
Ansarul Dine, the Group for the support
of Islam and Muslims (GSIM) in Mali,
Ansarul Islam, and the Islamic State
West Africa Province (ISWAP). On 21st
March, 2021, the world witnessed a
horrific terrorist attack in Niger, which
killed about one hundred and thirtyseven (137) civilians in Tohoua region.
In addition to the political instability
witnessed in Mali in recent times, there
have been frequent terrorist attacks
with the most recent occurring on 21st
June, 2021 when the French forces on
‘Operation Barkhane’ were attacked
in Kaigourou in the Gossi district of
central Mali. The death of Field Marshall
Idris Derby, President of the Republic
of Chad from injuries sustained on the
frontline at the hands of the Front for
Change and Concord (FACT) on 19th
April, 2021 is a case in point.
Insecurity poses serious challenges to
the West African countries. According
to the Security Council Press Statement
of June 2021, between January 2016
and June 2019, Burkina Faso alone

recorded an estimated five hundred
and twenty-one (521) terroristrelated attacks. They resulted in
the deaths of over seven hundred
and fifty (750) people and the
displacement of over a million
Burkinabe citizens by the end of
2020. The ECOWAS Early Warning
System also recorded eight
hundred and thirty-three (833)
attacks in the region in 2020,
which led to two thousand, one
hundred and thirty-seven (2,137)
military and civilian casualties. It
added that from the last quarter of
2020 to 15th January, 2021, two
hundred and fifty-three (253)
attacks were recorded, with six
hundred and twenty-five (625)
deaths.
The ‘importation’ of the activities
of larger terrorist organisations into
West Africa has increased the level
of insecurity in the sub-region. The
power struggle between the two
main groups, Islamic State (I.S.) and
Al-Qaeda in the Sahel has resulted
in the creation of Al-Qaeda
affiliated groups such as Al-Qaeda
in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM),
Macina Liberation Front (MLF),
Ansarul Dine and Al-Mourabitoun
(operating under the name JNIM)
as well as Boko Haram and Ansarul
Islam. The rivalry has led to the
intensification of the activities of
the groups in the region. Similarly,
I.S. affiliated groups such as ISWAP
and Islamic State in the Greater
Sahara (ISGS) have dominated the
terrorism landscape of the Sahel,
particularly in Nigeria, Niger, Chad,
Mali and Burkina Faso.

The upsurge in insecurity in
Burkina Faso reached its peak on
5th June, 2021 when terrorists
stormed a number of villages
on the border between Mali,
Niger and Burkina Faso, and later
attacked civilians and a gold mine.
They burned homes and markets
and killed at least one hundred
and thirty-two (132) people in
the village of Solhan in the Yagha
province. This attack occurred in
an area where the JNIM Islamic
terrorist group usually operated.
As a result, H.E. Nana Addo
Dankwa Akufo-Addo, President
of the Republic of Ghana, and
current Chair of ECOWAS visited
Burkina Faso on 9th June, 2021
to commiserate with President
Roch Marc Christian Kaboré and
the people of Burkina Faso. Jamaat
Nusrat ul-Islam wa al-Muslimin,
in the recent past, attacked the
General Staff Headquarters of
the Armed Forces of Burkina Faso
located a few 100 meters away
from the Embassy of Ghana and
subsequently attempted to break
through the security barricades
at the Presidential Palace, barely
48 hours after the earlier attack
to avenge the death of one of its
leaders in a raid in northern Mali by
French forces.

the participation of the Force
Barkhane and the European Union
TAKUBA special forces), Operation
Eclipse, and Operation Bourrasque
- terrorist activities are on the
ascendency in the Sahel Region.
The security challenges faced by the
Sahel remain serious and complex,
and no country in the region has
been spared. It is regrettable
that the region has become a
hotbed of terrorist activities, with
notorious networks perpetrating
transnational organised crimes
and illicit trafficking. Even though
Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, and
Northern Nigeria were the initial
targets of terrorist attacks, the
attacks on Côte d’Ivoire in March
2016 marked a new trend in
attempts by terrorists to spread
their activities southward. It is
therefore, envisaged that the
adoption by the Authority of
Heads of State and Government
of ECOWAS of the 2020-2024
Action Plan, which was built upon
existing initiatives such as G5
Sahel Joint Force, Multinational
Joint Task Force of the Lake Chad
Basin, Operation Barkhane, and the
Accra Initiative of 21st December,
2019 will help to stem the tide of
terrorism in the region.

The main concern of analysts
and observers is that despite
the extensive support initiatives
and interventions such as the
Priority Investment Programme
(PIP), Integrated Priority Action
Framework (IPAF) as well as the
various operations which the
Joint G5 Force is carrying out including Operation SAMA II (with
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MARITIME PIRACY IN THE
GULF OF GUINEA:

A THREAT TO STABILITY AND TRADE IN WEST AFRICA

T

he Gulf of Guinea, which
stretches approximately
6,000km from the coastline
of Senegal to Angola has in
recent times gained notoriety as one
of the world’s flashpoints for maritime
piracy. According to Article 101 of the
United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS), piracy consists
of any illegal act of violence, detention,
or depredation committed on the high
seas by the crew or passengers of a
private ship or aircraft against another
ship, aircraft, persons, or property in
a place outside the jurisdiction of any
state, for private ends.

By
BISMARK ANYANAH
Counsellor,
Ghana Permanent
Mission to the United
Nations, New York
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Over the past decade, piracy has
evolved to now target ships farther
at sea between distances of 45 and
75 nautical miles (NM) from the
shore. According to a publication by
the World Economic Forum (2019),
the number of piracy incidents in
West Africa rose from 54 in 2015 to
95, 97, and 112 in 2016, 2017 and
2018 respectively. The International
Maritime Bureau (IMB) reported that
in the first quarter of 2021, nearly
half of all piracy incidents occurred in
the Gulf of Guinea. One of the most
recent attacks, for instance involved a
Ghanaian registered Tuna-fishing vessel
ATLANTIC PRINCESS (IMO: 8124412).
On 20th May, 2021, the vessel came
under attack at position 04 33.5N,
000 15.6E approximately 66NM South
of Tema, Ghana. The attack resulted
in the kidnapping of five expatriate
crewmembers, who were set free
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after 40 days, following successful
negotiations with their captors.
The rise in maritime piracy is
attributable to numerous factors
including topography of the coastline
that hinders detection and arrest
of pirates, legal and jurisdictional
weaknesses, conflict and disorder, poor
law enforcement, inadequate security,
and lack of economic opportunities.
Experts indicate that most of the
pirates in the region originate from
Nigeria’s Niger Delta, which despite
hosting the bulk of the nation’s
petroleum has high unemployment
rates and other hardships. The situation
fuels piracy and other illegal activities.
The crimes perpetrated by the pirates,
including kidnapping, and human and
narcotics trafficking, are of grave
concern, as they further undermine
stability in the sub-region. Kidnapping
for ransom at sea is now on the rise as
the pirates consider it more lucrative
than selling oil. Between 2018 and
2019, the region experienced a nearly
50% increase in kidnapping for ransom
but it currently hovers around 95%. In
2020, IMB reported that out of the 135
maritime kidnappings recorded globally,
130 occurred in the Gulf of Guinea.
The use of firearms by the pirates for
kidnappings creates fear among civilian
ships’ crews. The 2011 report of the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
buttressed the point that kidnapping
for ransom enables terrorist groups to
recruit and indoctrinate new members,

acquire sophisticated weapons and
communication gadgets such as
satellite phones, as well as establish
training camps. The 2015 FATF
report also recognised kidnapping
for ransom as a growing source of
revenue for terrorist groups such
as the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Levant (ISIL). According to Stewart
and Wroughton (2014), Boko
Haram for example, has in recent
times, relied on kidnapping for
ransom as one of its main sources
of funding.
The activities of pirates contribute
to the worsening security situation
in the region and threaten the
delivery of vital humanitarian
assistance, most of which is
transported by sea. Pirate attacks
on cargo ships are responsible for
delays in delivery and the loss of
cargo, which results in high food
price in the case of perishable
goods. Currently, over 20 million
people in the region are in need of
humanitarian assistance to address
the prevailing food insecurity and
other needs. Besides, the hardship
brought on by the COVID-19
pandemic could worsen the
humanitarian situation and lead to
social unrest, which tends to fuel
piracy.

From an economic perspective,
maritime piracy is a threat to
trade in West Africa. The region
transports about 90% of its
imports and exports by sea.
Reports indicate that in a day about
1,500 fishing vessels, tankers, and
cargo ships navigate its waters.
The upsurge in piracy in the Gulf
of Guinea, which is a major trade
route between Southern and West
Africa and Europe, affects trade in
the region. To avoid interception by
pirates, the crews are sometimes
compelled to alter the route of the
ship. This development could lead
to delays, as well as a decline in the
number of port clients and revenue.
Furthermore, the operational
costs of firms rise since they are
compelled to factor the costs of
independent security contractors,
extra insurance, and sometimes,
ransom payments into their overall
expenditure. Consequently, local
consumers pay higher prices for
goods. The Oceans Beyond Piracy’s
2017 State of Maritime Piracy
report revealed that “The economic
cost of pirate attacks in West Africa
throughout 2017 was $818.1m
up from $793.7m the year before
and nearly a quarter of that
amount was spent on contracting
maritime security” firms. Overall,
intra-African trade, which is a key

objective of the integration agenda
of the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS)
and the African Union is adversely
affected. Thus, the activities of
these pirates threaten the free
movement of goods and services,
which invariably undermines
commerce, and the progress of
the continent’s integration agenda
envisioned under the African
Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA).
To address the issue at the
multilateral level, the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC)
through resolutions S/RES/2018
(2011) and S/RES/2039 (2012),
encouraged Member States in
West and Central Africa and the
Gulf of Guinea Commission (GGC)
to develop a regional anti-piracy
strategy in cooperation with the
African Union. Subsequently, the
United Nations Office on Drug and
Crime (UNODC) put various regional
measures in place, including capacity
building of the legal department
of the Inter-regional Coordination
Centre (ICC) in furtherance of
the regional strategy. The virtual
meeting on maritime security held
in partnership with the United
Nations Office for West Africa and
the Sahel (UNOWAS) in March
2021, recognised the importance
of operationalising the ICC and
the associated regional maritime
coordination centres and maritime
zones. The European Union in 2021
launched the Coordinated Maritime
Presence in the region to facilitate
awareness creation, analysis and
information sharing to help combat
piracy.
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The Yaoundé Code of Conduct
(YCoC) signed in 2013 by 25 States
in West and Central Africa provides
a comprehensive regional maritime
security framework for enhancing
cooperation and information
sharing in the Gulf of Guinea. At
the 58th Session of ECOWAS held
in January 2021, Member States
resolved to address the menace by
expediting the operationalisation
of the multinational maritime
coordination centers in West
Africa.
At the national level, the
government of Ghana continues
to collaborate with local and
international stakeholders to
address the issue. In this regard,
institutions like the Kofi Annan
International Peacekeeping Training
Centre (K AIPTC), the Ghana
Navy, and the Regional Maritime
University have been offering
capacity-building programmes,
and sharing best practices on the
issue with industry players. For
instance, in March 2021, KAIPTC
with support from the Danish
government and the ICC organised
a training programme to equip
participants drawn from ten (10)
countries from West and Central
Africa with information on current
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trends in the area. The Ghana
Navy hosted the 2021 Obangame
Express (OE21) exercise for security
personnel under the auspices of the
US Africa Command (AFRICOM)
initiative.
More
than
200
representatives from 36 countries,
and international organisations
participated in the training
programme, which was designed
to improve regional cooperation,
maritime domain awareness,
and tactical interdiction expertise
aimed at the enhancement of the
collective capabilities of participants
in addressing piracy and its effects.
Notwithstanding the above
measures, challenges still confront
the region, including deficiencies
in coordination among maritime
law enforcement agencies at
the regional, sub-regional, and
national levels. Pundits indicate
that maritime law enforcement
agencies have not made much
progress with the criminal
prosecution and conviction of
pirates to serve as a deterrent.
Security agencies in the region
grapple with funding and
interoperability challenges as
well as inadequate equipment to
execute their functions.
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The recent attack on the
Ghanaian registered tuna-fishing
vessel, ATL ANTIC PRINCESS
demonstrates that piracy is closer
to Ghana than is envisioned.
This unfortunate development
gives compelling reason for
stakeholders, including Ghana to
make good on their commitments
to deter pirates with a strong
naval and coastguard presence.
While welcoming the need for
Member States to strengthen
their criminal justice systems in the
arrest and prosecution of pirates,
they must endeavour to enhance
information sharing, and increase
resource allocation in addressing
piracy. Ghana may also use her
position as the current Chair of
ECOWAS to deepen cooperation
with stakeholders including the
EU, and UN bodies such as the
Peacebuilding Commission,
U N O D C a n d U N O WA S i n
addressing the root causes of the
menace. If West African states
do not take urgent action, the
much-needed Maritime Security
for the free movement of goods
and services required to boost
intra-African trade would only be
a mirage.

PROFILE OF HON. KWAKU
AMPRATWUM-SARPONG, MP
Hon. Ampratwum-Sarpong has an
impressive employment history
principally in the Housing and
Property Industry and has worked
with a number of reputable
organisations in the UK. He is a
complete housing professional.
From 2006 to 2009, he
was Ghana’s Deputy High
Commissioner to India. Whilst in
India, he was the Lead Diplomat
for Trade, Investment and
Business. After his diplomatic
service, he established GhanaIndia Business Network, an
institution that facilitates and
promotes business investment
and trade between Ghana and
India. He is also an Investment and
Business Consultant and a financial
engineer.

H

onourable
Kwaku
Ampratwum-Sarpong,
MP, Deputy Minister
for Foreign Affairs and
Regional Integration in charge of
Political and Economic matters,
is a Member of Parliament for
Asante Mampong in the Ashanti
Region. He is a graduate from
the University of Ghana and
a post graduate of University

of Westminister, London with
a background in Housing
Management.
He is a member of the Chartered
Institute of Housing (UK), the
Chartered Management Institute
(UK), the Chartered Institute of
Directors (UK) and an Affiliate
member, Institute of Consulting
(UK).

In the Seventh Parliament, he
served as the Vice Chairman of the
Foreign Affairs Committee. He is
presently a Member of Parliament
Committee for Trade, Industry and
Tourism and the Special Budget
Committee.
His hobbies are reading, fishing,
listening to classical music and
watching football. Mr. Kwaku
Ampratwum-Sarpong is a Christian
and is married with three children.
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PROFILE OF HON. THOMAS
MBOMBA, MP

H

onourable Thomas Mbomba
is an astute politician with
varied experiences. He is
currently a Deputy Minister
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Regional Integration in charge of
Administration and Finance and the
Member of Parliament for TataleSanguli Constituency, in the Northern
Region. In Parliament, he is a member
of a number of committees, including
Committees on Youth, Sports and
Culture; House, Works & Housing
and Committee on Members Holding
Office of profit.
Before his appointment, he served
as the District Chief Executive of the
Tatale District Assembly from 20172020. Hon. Mbomba has worked in
different capacities at the Ghana Post
Company Limited as the Manager
Transhipment Centre, Airport Accra
from 2013-2015; Regional Human
Resource Manager, Accra and Tamale
from 2011-2012 and 2007-2010,
respectively, and as the District
Manager, Tema from 2004-2005.
He holds a certificate in Human
Resource Management from the
Institute of Human Resource
Management Practitioners (20122013) Accra; a Master of Business
Administration in Human Resource
Management from the University
of Ghana, Legon (2010-2012), a
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and
Political Science (2003 - 2006) from
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the same University. He obtained his
secondary education from Opoku
Ware Secondary School in Kumasi. He
is married with four (4) children.
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WORKING GROUP ON
GHANA’S MEMBERSHIP OF
THE UNITED NATIONS
SECURITY COUNCIL (UNSC)
INAUGURATED

Minister for Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration, Hon. Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey (fourth from right) in a group
photograph with members of the Working Group on Ghana’s Membership to the United Nations Security Council

T

he Minister for Foreign Affairs and Regional
Integration, Hon. Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey,
inaugurated a fourteen (14) member MultiStakeholder Working Group on Ghana’s
membership of the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) on 10th August, 2021. The mandate of the
Working Group is to support the work of the Ministry
and the Ghana Permanent Mission to the United

Nations in New York to ensure that Ghana’s tenure on
the UN Security Council as a non-permanent member
from 2022 to 2023 is successful.
During the inauguration ceremony, Hon. Ayorkor
Botchwey commended all stakeholders who worked
towards Ghana’s successful election as a nonpermanent member of the UNSC on the theme:
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“Enhancing Global Peace and Security for Sustainable
and Inclusive Development” for the term 2022 to
2023 at elections held by the General Assembly on
Friday, 11th June, 2021. She also tasked the Working
Group to use their expertise and rich experiences to
help realise Ghana’s vision for the Council during its
tenure. The Working Group that is chaired by the
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and Regional
Integration, Hon. Kwaku Ampratwum-Sarpong and coChaired by Ambassador Daniel Kuffour Osei includes
Ambassador Kwabena Osei-Danquah, Brigadier
General E.K. Mends, Mr. George Amoh, Mrs. Serwaa
Allotey-Pappoe and Dr. Fred Boamah. The rest are Mr.
Nadel Fadel Majdoub, COP George Alex Mensah, Ms.
Mavis Kusorgbor, Mr. Mohammed Nurudeen Ismaila,
Mrs. Charity Gbedawo, Mr. McArios Akanbong and
Mrs. Joyce Asamoah-Koranteng.
The Minister stated that since Ghana’s admission to
the United Nations (UN), the country has pursued
well-balanced and principled positions on a wide range
of issues on the agenda of the Organisation, guided
by the principles and objectives of its Charter. She
recalled that during the period of the decolonization of
the African continent, Ghana used her membership to
advocate for freedom of other African countries and
assisted in the formulation of joint African positions,
which has positively affected the lives of Africans till
date.
The Minister noted that Ghana has consistently
pursued a peaceful and balanced strategy in her
dealings with other countries, based on the principles
and objectives of the United Nations Charter. Ghana’s
continued support to the promotion of global
peace and security has been demonstrated by her
contribution to UN Peacekeeping Missions, starting
with Congo and extending to other countries like
Mali, Lebanon, Central African Republic and Sudan.
According to her, the country has demonstrated its
commitment to the Women, Peace and Security
(WPS) Agenda, by increasing the deployment of
uniformed women in UN peacekeeping operations.
Currently, Ghana ranks tenth (10th) among UN troopcontributing countries and its security personnel are
highly respected for their professionalism. She added
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that Ghana has proven its commitment to regional
peace and security through her efforts in mediation
and preventive diplomacy and reiterated the country’s
commitment to forging inclusive approaches to
sustainable development, peace and security.
The Minister further revealed that Ghana intends
to contribute effectively to addressing the security
implications of the COVID-19 pandemic and
championing multilateral approaches in combating
it. She emphasised that Ghana will encourage the
strengthening of partnerships between the UN,
regional and sub-regional organisations, like the
African Union (AU) and the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS) in conflict prevention,
peacekeeping operations and special political missions.
The Minister stated that Ghana’s mandate includes
addressing conflicts caused by environmental factors
such as desertification, land degradation, drought
and climate change. According to her, “The country
is convinced that the overarching goal of Sustainable
Development can be best served in maintaining
global peace and security, inclusive governance and
economic growth”.
In his remarks, Ambassador D. K Osei, the co-Chair
of the Working Group, thanked the Minister for the
confidence reposed in them and assured her that they
would work diligently to realise the country’s mandate
at the United Nations Security Council.

LAUNCH OF THE
CANDIDATURES UNIT

T

he
Deputy
Minister
for Foreign Affairs and
Regional Integration, Hon.
Kwaku
AmpratwumSarpong, MP has expressed the
Ministry’s commitment to ensuring
Ghana’s full representation on
International Organisations and
Regional Bodies through its
election to country positions,
elected or appointed national
expert positions, and competitive
recruitments.
The Hon. Deputy Minister made
this statement when he launched
the Candidatures Unit of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Regional Integration in September
2021 under the theme “Advancing
I n cl u s i ve an d Su stai n ab l e
Development through Quality
Ghanaian Human Resource at the
International Organisation Level”.

He noted that the Ministry was the
foremost Government institution
in charge of the management
and coordination of the country’s
engagement with multilateral
organisations to which Ghana
belong. Hence, the Candidatures
Unit was established to undertake
the critical function of advocating
and ensuring the representation
of Ghana and Ghanaian experts
at various levels in International
Organisations and Regional Bodies.
Hon. Ampratwum-Sarpong added
that the Unit would provide
strategic focus on the identification
of suitable Ghanaian nominees
to facilitate their recruitment into
International Organisations and
Regional Bodies with a view to
leveraging candidatures as a
strategic tool in the advancement
of Ghana’s diplomacy.

On his part, Ambassador Kabral
Blay-Amihere, Vice President of
the Council on Foreign RelationsGhana (CFR-Ghana), commended
the Ministry for the initiative and
pledged the Council’s support on
issues relating to candidatures.
He noted that the establishment
of the Unit would end the adhoc approach of the past to the
identification and fielding of
candidates and replace it with a
more scientific, databased and
coordinated around-the-clock
approach for optimal outcomes.
The Director of the Candidatures
Unit, Mrs. Matilda Alomatu OseiAgyeman also took the opportunity
to highlight the functions of the
Unit and some of the successes
chalked since its establishment
in September 2020. Despite the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Unit

Hon. Kwaku Ampratwum-Sarpong, MP Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration (ninth from the
left) in a group photograph with some invited guests after the launch of the Candidatures Unit
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was instrumental in securing Ghana’s
overwhelming election to the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) as
a Non-Permanent member for the
term January 2022 to December
2023.
Mrs. Osei-Ag yeman also cited
Ghana’s election to the United
Nations Commission on Narcotic
Drugs (CND) and the Executive
Board of the World Food Programme
(WFP) for the term 2022-2025 and
2022-2024 respectively as some of
the other achievements of the Unit.
The Unit also facilitated the election
of Prof. Alex Dodoo, DirectorGeneral of the Ghana Standards
Authority as President of the African
Organisation for Standardisation
(ARSO) for the term 2022-2025
and the election of Ghana in August
2021 as a member of the Council
of Administration of the Universal
Postal Union for the term 20222025. The Unit further assisted
Ghanaians to access over 500
competitive vacancies in International
Organisations and Regional Bodies
for which an impressive number of
them have so far applied.
The programme was attended by
a cross-section of members of
the public and members of the
Diplomatic Corps.
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From the left is Mrs. Matilda Alomatu Osei-Agyeman, Director of the Candidatures Unit, at the middle is Hon. Kwaku Ampratwum-Sarpong, MP
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration and on the
right is Ambassador. Kabral Blay-Amihere

Mrs. Matilda Alomatu Osei-Agyeman, Director of the Candidatures Unit

A cross-section of the invited guests at the launch of the Candidatures Unit
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ORIENTATION FOR NEW
AMBASSADORS AND HIGH
COMMISSIONERS

Hon. Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration (seventh from right, on first
row), in a group photograph with Ghana’s incoming Ambassadors and High Commissioners

T

he President of the Republic, His Excellency
Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo appointed
Ambassadors and High Commissioners to
represent Ghana abroad in March 2021
in line with Article 74(1) of the constitution of the
Republic of Ghana. Consequently, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration organised
an orientation programme for the appointed envoys
from 12th April to 6th May, 2021 to equip them with
the relevant skills and information for the effective
performance of their duties.
The Facilitators for the Orientation Programme were
drawn from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional
Integration and other Ministries, Departments and
Agencies (MDAs), whose work have a direct bearing
on the mandate of the Envoys.
In her keynote address, the Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Regional Integration, Honourable Shirley
Ayorkor Botchwey outlined the four (4) strategic
objectives of the Ministry as follows: Promote a
Globally Competitive Foreign Service; Enhance
Ghana’s International Image and Influence; Promote
Ghana’s Interests Abroad; and Integrate the Ghanaian
Diaspora in National Development. She highlighted
the need for a strong leadership to ensure the
achievements of these objectives. She noted that the
era of the ‘new normal’ brought on by the COVID-19

pandemic required innovation and the employment of
new tools in the practice of diplomacy. Hon. Botchwey
therefore entreated the Envoys to leverage on intersectoral cooperation with all stakeholders for the full
realisation of the Ministry’s objectives.
Some of the topics treated during the orientation
included: Ghana`s Foreign Policy; an Overview of
the Ministry and its Core Objectives; Work Plans,
Medium-term Development Plan and the President`s
Coordinated Programme and Policy Framework.
Other topics of national interest tackled were Public
Performance Management; Trade and Industrial
Policies, AfCFTA and Trade Promotion Abroad;
Agricultural Policies and Interests and the Role of
Missions; Promoting Ghanaian Exports Abroad; and
Diaspora Engagement for Development among
others. The newly appointed Envoys acquired soft
skills relevant to their diplomatic and leadership roles
through topics such as People Management and
Cross Cultural Skills; Emotional Intelligence and Stress
Management; and Media Relations, Networking and
Advocacy with Host Authorities.
The programme ended with a call on the Envoys by
the Acting Chief Director, H.E. Mrs. Martha Pobee,
to pursue economic diplomacy as a vital tool for
sustainable national development.
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GHANA MARKS 76TH
UNITED NATIONS
(UN) DAY

G

hana marked the 76th
United Nations (UN) Day on
24th October, 2021 with
a flag raising ceremony.
The event which was attended by
members of the diplomatic corps and
a cross-section of the public was held
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Regional Integration under the theme
“United Nations and Ghana: Working
together for a Sustainable and
Inclusive Society Towards Recovery in
a Post COVID-19 Era”.
The ceremony commenced with an
inspection of a guard of honour by the
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Hon. Kwaku Ampratwum-Sarpong,
MP and the UN Resident Coordinator
in Ghana, Mr. Charles Abani, followed
by the hoisting of the UN and
Ghana flags. In his remarks, Hon.
Ampratwum-Sarpong noted that the
COVID-19 pandemic had worsened
the socio-economic situation of
many people across the world,
and eroded the considerable gains
made under the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. According
to him, despite the challenges
brought on by the pandemic, Ghana
resolved to promote socio-economic
advancement. The government
therefore rolled out several
interventions with the support of its
development partners. Key among
the interventions was the launch in
December 2020 of the COVID-19
Alleviation and Revitalisation of
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Hon. Kwaku Ampratwum-Sarpong, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Regional Integration hoisting the Ghana Flag at the Event
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Hon. Kwaku Ampratwum-Sarpong, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration inspecting the Guard of
Honour in the company of Mr. Charles Abani, UN Country Resident Coordinator

Enterprises Support (Ghana
Cares Obaatanpa Programme)
which would serve as the primary
vehicle to revive businesses and
accelerate the recovery of the
Ghanaian economy. In addition,
the programme sought to create
conditions that would promot e
an all-inclusive development.
Hon. Ampratwum-Sarpong noted
that the youth could either be a
catalyst for innovative sociocultural change and economic
Hon. Kwaku Ampratwum-Sarpong, Deputy Minister
renewal or serve as a source of
for Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration
social instability. In order to leave
delivering a speech at the ceremony
no one behind, there was the
need to prioritise issues relating
to the youth particularly, in
the areas of education, health,
skills development , decent
employment and promotion
of the rights of young people
in policy development. In that
regard, the Government of
Ghana had introduced initiatives
such as the Youth Employment
Agency (YEA), Youth in
Agriculture Programme (YIPA),
National Entrepreneurship
Innovation Programme (NEIP)

and the Nation Builders Corps
(NABCO), which were all,
intended to create one million
jobs for the youth.
On his part, the UN Country
Resident Coordinator noted
that the pandemic had affected
economies, health systems, and
several vulnerable communities
around the world - who were
already facing enormous
challenges - and derailed some
of the gains made by those
countries including Ghana. He
therefore called for a concerted
effort on the fight against the
pandemic and urged all countries
to work together to accelerate
the implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) and consolidate the gains
made so far while ensuring that
the projects and programmes
developed would be inclusive so
as not to leave anyone behind.
Mr. Abani pledged the UN’s
continued support to Ghana
towards its attainment of socioeconomic development.
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DONATIONS TOWARDS
GHANA’S FIGHT AGAINST THE
COVID-19 PANDEMIC

T

he Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Regional Integration,
as part of its contribution
towards the fight against
the COVID-19 pandemic, made
donations to the Ghana COVID-19
Private Sector Fund and the Ghana
Infectious Disease Centre (GIDC).
The Acting Chief Director, Ambassador
Martha Pobee presented a cheque for
fifty-nine thousand, eight hundred
and fifty US dollars (US$59,850.00)
on behalf of the Ministry to the Ghana
COVID-19 Private Sector Fund on 16th
April, 2021 towards the purchase of
equipment and logistics for the 100bed Isolation Centre at the Ga East
Municipal Hospital. She also handed
over to the Ghana Infectious Disease
Centre (GIDC) on 20th May, 2021 two
thousand (2,000) pieces of protective
medical gowns provided by the Ghana
Embassy in Beijing as the contribution
from the Staff of the Ghana Missions
abroad and the Ministry to the
protection of the medical practitioners
at the facility against exposure to the
Coronavirus disease.

Ambassador Martha Pobee (left), former Acting Chief Director of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration presenting a dummy
cheque to Mr. Senyo Hosi (right), President of the Ghana COVID-19 Private
Sector Fund and Dr. Justice Yankson (second from right), Board member,
Ghana COVID-19 Private Sector Fund

Receiving the cheque from the Acting
Chief Director, Professor Justice
Yankson, Chairman of the Technical
Committee of the Ghana COVID-19
Private Sector Fund expressed his
gratitude to the Ministry and all the
contributors to the fund. He also
registered his appreciation for the Ambassador Martha Pobee (fourth from left), in a group photograph with
officials from the Ghana COVID-19 Private Sector Fund and the Ministry of
opportunity to partner with the Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration
Ministry in the fight against COVID-19
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and pledged to maintain the Ghana
Infectious Disease Centre with the
donation.
Mr. Senyo Hosi, President of the Ghana
COVID-19 Private Sector Fund, who
received the medical protective gowns,
acknowledged the Ministry’s support
for GIDC`s effort at guaranteeing
the protection of the frontline health
workers in the centre. He therefore
looked forward to more opportunities
for fruitful cooperation between GIDC
and the Ministry.

Ambassador Martha Pobee (left), former Acting Chief Director of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration presenting the
protective medical gowns to Mr. Senyo Hosi (second from right), President
of the Ghana COVID-19 Private Sector Fund and Dr. Justice Yankson (right),
Board member, Ghana COVID-19 Private Sector Fund

The Ghana Mission in Washington D.C.
and the Ghana Permanent Mission
to the United Nations in New York
collaborated with Ghanaian churches
and professional associations based in
the United States of America to raise
the funds. Donations were mobilised
through the Washington Mission’s
Facebook page, and the Missions’
GoFundMe account. Also, some
musicians and media personalities
supported on a gratis basis, a Virtual
Musical Concert that attracted about
250,000 viewers as part of the drive to
raise funds. They included Sonnie Badu,
Okyeame Kwame, MOG, Joe Mettle,
Cwesi Oteng, Bisa Kdei, Minister Smith,
Minister Jeshurun, Emily Gyan, Nana
Aba Anamoah, Bola Ray, Philip Osei
Bonsu, Omanhene Kwabena Asante and
Dentaa. Other individuals worthy of
mention for their immense contribution
are Ambassador Barfuor AdjeiBarwuah, Dr. Bertha Ayi, Ambassador
Kobby Koomson, Ambassador Kwame
Bawuah-Edusei, Professor Emeritus
Samuel K. Amoako and Dr. Nana Arkhurst
Arthur.

Ambassador Martha Pobee (fourth from left), in a group photograph with
officials from the Ghana COVID-19 Private Sector Fund and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration
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TRIBUTE TO THE LATE
AMBASSADOR ALBERT
FRANCIS YANKEY,
FORMER CHIEF DIRECTOR
OF THE MINISTRY OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND
REGIONAL INTEGRATION
56
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SHIELDING JUVENILES
IN THE CYBERSPACE

T

By
GEORGE MILLS
Assistant System Analyst
ICT Unit
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he internet is a vast and
powerful network of knowledge
and information that is
potentially accessible to all.
Just like all forms of power, some people
could use it for good and others for evil.
Unfortunately, some individuals occupy
themselves with making the internet a
harmful place. The use of the internet
is increasingly exposing children and
young people to various kinds of danger
including sexual abuse, cyber bullying,
and child pornography. According to the
“Ghana 2010 Population and Housing
Census” and as published on the
United Nations International Children’s
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) website,
10 percent of young people between
12 and 19 years have access to the
internet owing to the availability of
cheap smartphones. UNICEF has further
stated that “…access to the internet also
poses a greater risk for children’s safety,
personal development, and wellbeing as
there is increasing evidence to suggest
that it has increased risk for sexual
abuse and exploitation in both online
and offline settings”. Children who
have had exposure to these threats are
impacted psychologically and therefore
need support.
In her publication “Ownership Rate
of Selected Digital Devices in Ghana
2020” (June 15, 2021), Doris Dokua
Sasu, a Research Expert revealed
that in the third quarter of 2020, 99
percent of internet users in Ghana
aged 16 to 64 years owned a mobile
phone. According to the same survey,
98.7 percent had a smartphone, while
another 5.7 percent owned a non-
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smartphone. This is a pointer to the
significant rise in the number of internet
users. The COVID -19 pandemic caused
an upsurge in the use of the internet in
society’s day-to-day activities. A case
in point is the introduction of learning
management systems by many basic
schools to facilitate the continuation
of classes for children around the
world during the lockdown. It exposed
children who had access to a personal
computer (PC), tablet or smartphone
to dangerous websites. Some of these
children had access to the internet for
the first time because of the lockdown.
Children, being adventurous and full of
energy, would always want to find out
how things work, and some end up
exploring forbidden content in spite of
the availability of child-friendly online
resources.
Notwithstanding its potentially negative
influence on children, the internet
gives them the opportunity to
develop psychologically, intellectually
and socially. The use of PCs, tablets,
gaming consoles, smart televisions and
smartphones can create very smart
minds that learn easily because of
the interactive nature of the online
content. Children then tend to develop
imaginative minds that ultimately birth
inventions and innovations as well as
broaden their social networks when
they use the internet in the appropriate
way.
Due to the dangers that children
encounter online, the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) initiated
the Child Online Protection (COP)

in November 2008 within
the framework of the Global
Cybersecurity Agenda (GCA). The
Child Online Protection, according
to ITU brings together all sectors
of the global community to create
safe and empowering online
experiences for children around
the world. The United Nations
Secretary-General, Heads of State,
Ministers and heads of several
international organisations all over
the world supported the project.
Ghana has taken this initiative
seriously and adopted measures
to combat the online threats
that endanger its children. The
Ministry of Communications and
Digitalisation through the National
Cyber Security Centre launched
the Child Online Protection Portal
(COPP) at the Accra Digital Centre
on 1st October, 2020 as part of
the activities marking the National
Cyber Security Awareness Month
(NCSAM). The Ministry designed
the portal to protect children
from online sexual harassment
and other internet-related abuses
by providing them with a channel

for reporting online harassment
to the appropriate authorities for
action including the pulling down
of content that is inappropriate
for children. The Ministry of
Communications and Digitalisation
explained that the development
of COPP had become necessary
due to the increasing use of the
internet for studies and research
by children in the wake of the
outbreak of the Coronavirus
disease. Hence, it had become an
important part of the everyday
life of children, since according to
UNICEF, 1 out of 3 internet users
in 2017 was a child. The use of the
Child Online Protection Portal in
combating child online abuse would
be successful if all stakeholders
including governments, parents,
guardians, Telecommunications
Companies (Telcos), schools, and
international organisations work
together. The question that then
arises is how to work together to
reduce or eliminate child online
abuse.

Education for Parents and
Guardians who are not TechSavvy
As stated in my previous article
titled “The Endangered Homo
Sapiens in a Growing Tech World”
human beings cannot afford to
allow computers to replace them
and thereby jeopardise their very
survival. It would be an unfortunate
situation to have computers control
children because their parents and
guardians have no knowledge of
how they work. Hence, parents
and guardians need to control the
power of technology. The first
step in the education process is
the renewal of their mindset and
overcoming the phobia associated
with the use of computers and the
internet, especially in the older
generation; they must understand
the way that the computer and
internet work. Without this
knowledge, humanity could perish
in the growing world of technology.
Parents and guardians who are
not IT savvy should therefore
take short courses to gain a basic
knowledge of how computers and
the internet work.
Implementation of Strict Online
Policies on Internet of things
(IOTs) Devices
Policies governing the use of the
internet by children at home and
in school should be implemented
strictly. Parents and guardians who
do not have the needed skills to
configure information technology
(IT) devices, especially routers
should hire IT professionals to
guarantee the appropriate
parental control settings needed
to prevent children from visiting
harmful websites. The Ministries
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of Education and Communications and Digitalisation
and other government stakeholders in Ghana and
all around the world should collaborate to conduct
regular audit and inspection of IT systems at schools.
This would ensure the proper installation and
implementation of parental controls on routers as well
as firewall policies that prevent under-aged students
from visiting inappropriate or distracting websites.
Collaboration for Implementation of Online
Policies for Children
The Government of Ghana plans to issue every
newborn child with a National Identification number
from 2022 in a bid to create a database for all Ghanaian
citizens. The Ministry of Communications and
Digitalisation also launched the National Subscriber
Identity Module (SIM) Card Registration exercise on
1st October, 2021. This initiative requires every Telco
or service provider that issues SIM cards to activate
a subscriber only after they have registered the SIM
card with the Ghana Card. Since some children under
18 years now have access to the internet, the policy
of issuing newborns with the Ghana card could enable
persons under 18 years to own SIM cards, instead of
using those belonging to their parents or guardians.
Telcos and service providers could offer special SIM
cards, which have parental control settings or some
form of restriction to accessing the internet. In that
case, it will be possible to create a database on underaged persons who own SIM cards. This will ensure
that such SIM cards are governed by policies that
guarantee the safety of children.
UNICEF prevents and responds to the online sexual
exploitation of children at the country and global levels.
It supports coordinated national responses to online
child sexual exploitation in over 20 countries using the
WePROTECT Global Alliance model and strengthens
the capacity of on-the-ground responders to provide
services to victims. UNICEF also works closely with
governments to guide investments in evidence-based
preventive programmes and awareness-creation.
It collaborates with technology companies to make
digital products safer for children by providing industry
guidelines and developing cutting-edge tools to stop
the circulation of child sexual abuse materials.
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Purchasing Child Online Protection Tools
Some companies have introduced tools that have
features for protecting children online. These include
setting screen time limits, filtering content and blocking
applications to prevent access to harmful sites such as
gambling and pornographic websites, location tracking
and activity reports. The child online protection tools
come at a monthly or yearly subscription fee or may
be purchased outright. Parents and guardians can
easily configure some of these tools on their children’s
devices. IT professionals could address any difficulty in
activating the protective features of the tools.
Frequent Sensitization of the Public through the
Media
The media can also play a critical role in child online
protection by hosting programmes on television and
radio with the relevant stakeholders to equip parents
and guardians with skills to prevent or reduce online
threats to children. In addition, advertisements that
inform the public about the benefits and threats of
the use of the internet to the development of children
could be disseminated. The use of animation content
for this purpose can attract children to learn about the
dangers lurking online.
The children are our future and need a conducive
environment and society’s protection to grow. Indeed,
most parents and guardians share a deep concern for
the development of their children. Thankfully, many
solutions exist for combating the threats that confront
children who use the internet. There is therefore the
need for collaboration by all and sundry to reduce
or eliminate cyber-related threats and keep Ghana’s
children safe.

A TRAVELLER’S MEAL

T

By
CONSTANCE
AMPEM DANQUAH
First Secretary,
Dubai Consulate

o travel the world and
experience different cultures,
new environments and climates
is a great privilege, particularly,
while serving one’s country away from
home as a diplomat. In spite of the
joy of travelling around the globe and
embarking on new adventures, the
heart always yearns for home. A void is
created, which never seems to be filled
until the traveller returns home to their
land of birth. How one would wish to
be teleported home to recharge one’s
energies, reconnect with family and
friends, and visit places of emotional
attachment!
In such circumstances, the most
comforting thing a person could do is
to prepare a nostalgic traditional meal,
which brings fond memories. In the view
of Norman Kolpas, a famous cookery
book author, “Food, like a loving touch
or a glimpse of divine power, has that
ability to comfort”. This temporary
healing from the special meal would
soothe the soul. Eureka! An excellent
solution by way of a good meal!
Then comes the challenge- how does
one find the traditional vegetables
desperately needed to cook this meal
in a foreign land with its different social
setting? That sets one’s creative juices
flowing and spurs the traveller on to
cook this much-craved meal. Africans
would appreciate this struggle to find
the specific ingredients required for the
preparation of this anticipated satisfying
meal.

onions, which thankfully are found in
most places. How about a delicious
pot of cocoyam leaves (kontomire)
or traditional garden eggs stew or
soup? This is when the magic kicks in.
Kontomire quickly replaces spinach
and guess what! It tastes just as good!
Peeled aubergines amply substitute for
Ghana’s local garden eggs that give off
that mouthwatering aroma and taste.
A blend of boiled carrots or zucchinis
does enhance the taste of oxtail ‘light’
soup. Craving waakye but you do not
have the needed millet leaves to give
it that unique reddish colour? Add a
teaspoonful of sodium bicarbonate
(baking soda) to the beans ten minutes
after it comes to the boil.
In a country where the importation of
any local African food is prohibited but
one yearns for fermented corn dough
for the preparation of banku or porridge,
all one needs to do is buy some maize
meal (flour) from the supermarket, mix
it with some water and allow it to sit
for a couple of days, and voila the corn
dough is ready!
A traveller becomes an alchemist when
the time comes to make a sumptuous
meal from the home country. Hunting
for alternative vegetables similar to
those grown back home for the purpose
of preparing a traditional meal, and
perfecting the recipe is very satisfying.
A bite of the special, improvised recipe
transports the traveller to the beloved
country of origin, making the effort of
researching and cooking the ‘traveller’s
meal’ definitely worth its while.

In Ghana, the base for most meals
consists of tomatoes, peppers and
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ALL IS WELL
THAT ENDS WELL
It does not matter how it all started
It does not matter the difficulties along the path
It does not matter how seemingly fruitless the innumerable efforts
It does not matter the unpleasant results
Hope for the best
Persistence is an uncompromising necessity.
It does not matter how painful the journey
It does not matter how disappointing the moments
It does not matter how winding and meandering the way
It does not matter the solitude along the trail
Keep your eyes on the goal
Resilience is a non-negotiable asset.

By
GRACE MAAKINYI
MBIBA
Assistant Director IIB
Regional Integration Bureau
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Challenges and disappointments are necessary accompaniments
Indeed, they are inescapable, all so inevitable
They prepare us for the great moments of happiness and fulfilment
If only we could measure the extent of their contribution to our success
We would smile through the storm and press on towards the goal
Keep calm and look beyond the situation.
When the light at the tunnel’s end
Casts a glow on our way
And the end is in sight
We will all but relish those dark moments again and again
It will all end well in the light
For all is well that ends well.
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PHOTO GALLERY OF
SOME ACTIVITIES
OF THE MINISTRY
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Mr. Daniel Okaiteye, Director for Administration, addressing A cross-section of newly recruited officers taking the Oath
of Allegiance
newly recruited officers
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GHANA
FREE ZONES
AUTHORITY

GhanaFreeZones1
GhanaFreeZonesAuthority
Ghana Free Zones Authority

Visit Our Website To Find Out More

www.gfzb.gov.gh

we

PROMOTE

Ghana as an attractive
and rewarding investment
destination to the domestic
and global business
community.

we

FACILITATE

and implement an attractive investment
framework to enable both local and
foreign investors transact business
seamlessly in Ghana.

we

ADVOCATE

for an enabling investment environment,
which champions the interests of both
local and foreign investors, while
factoring their concerns into policy
making, for a better regulatory
and business climate.

AFTERCARE
We provide
post-establishment support
to resolve investor challenges
through relationship building
and advisory services.

First port of call
for investing in
Ghana.
Talk to us.

